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What think ye of Cbriſi? Matthew xxi. „VX... Et 2 
Now, if in 1 Kicking ſo cloſe to the Articles/and Homiſies of he 
Church, I diſſent from ſome Fathers and Sons of the Church; yet 
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it is no-{mall Relief to me, that I have with me, not aul all 
the reform d Churches abroad, but (as far as J can learn) ali 


the beſt Biſbops, and greateſt Worthies, who ever preſided 1 
over this Church, for zealous Defenders of this Faith ; Fi that  . 
3f I labout under any Miſtakes (as I know who will think 1 * 1 


. 4 have the good hap to be miſtaken with the greateſt and beſt I 


: Company 15 the World. 8 to the Rev. Mr. Jenks, on „ 
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REVEREND GENTLEMENy 


4 the great Deſign of the Coming. of Jeſus Chriſt 
a 


in the Fleſh, was to purchaſe a Church on 

rth, againſt which the Gates of Hell ſhould. not 
prevail; and when our Lord aſcended up on high, as 
the Head of the Church, he was not unmindful of his 
Members : But gave ſome Apoſtles, and Prophets, and 
Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the per- 
fefting the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, A the 
edifying the Body of Chriſt, Epheſ. iv. 11. As it is 
yours, Rev. Gentlemen, to be called to this bleſſed 
Work, does not the Voice of Chriſt from Heaven, 
ſill ſound to each of you, loveſt thou Me? Feed my 
Sheep, feed the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed 


With bis own Blood. Acts xx. 28. 


Which if, done faithfully, as good Stewards of the 
manifold Grace of God : How unſpeakable will be 
your Reward of Grace, when the chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear f | O ye much honoured Servants of God, that 


OY ſhow 


[i] 
fſhew unto us the Way of Salvation; all Hail! I con- 
gratulate ye who are as Nurſes to the Flock, over which 
the Holy Ghoſt has made ye Overſeers. Ye who neither 
ſpare Time, nor Labour, but through evil Report, 
and good Report, ęndeavour to bring Souls to Chriſt, 
who, like your bleſſed Maſter, ſhew your tender Love 
for the precious and immortal Souls of Men. Who, 
like Zeſus over Lazarus, even weep over the ſpiri- 
tually dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; and like true Mi- 
niſters cry aloud, and give the alarming Sound; 
Awake thou that ſlecpeſt and ariſe ſrom the Dead, and 
Chriſt ſhall give thee Life. O methinks I ſee ye, 
like the good Samaritan, pouring in the Mine and 
Oil of Goſpel Promiſes, to penitent and broken- 
hearted Sinners, and exhibiting the Mercy of God to 
all ſuch, in the dying Love of a crucified Redeemer : 
whom ſuch a Word as this has awakened out of their 
Sleep. Happy, thrice happy ye, God applauds your 
Work and Labour of Love. Jeſus Chriſt will, nay 
doth own ye now. For ye ſee of the Travail of your 
eeuls, and Chriſt is formed in your Peoples Heart, the 
Hope of Glery by the Inſtrumentality of your Word. 
But, O, when ye ſhall appear before yon glorious 
Throne, how will the great Shephera n:ore than own 
ye? He will preſent ye and your Flock, to His God and 
your God, Sh lo theſe are they, which have owned me 
and my Words; behold them, and the Children I have 
given them, as Seals to their Miniſtry, (O the joytul 
ound) Servarts of Cod well done, enter ye into the Joy 
of your Lord. Ye thet have turned many to Righteonſaeſs 
{ball foine as ihe Stars for ever and ever. 

But alas are all Minifters, thus Miniſters of Chriſt ? 
Do all thus fujfil the Miniſtry they have recerved ? 
Are there not thoſe who are not thus minded, who 
count the Work of the Lord a Taſk; inftead of gather- 
ing Souls into the Garnerof Chriſt, are Loiterers in the 
Vineyard, inſtead of labouring when the Felds are white 


on 


1 


for Harveſt, can fit Jowh eaſy and careleſs of $ guls, and 
embaraſs yourſelves with the Profits, Pleaſures and 


|  Gaiety of a tranſient World; who are alive to Things 


that cannot - profit ; but dead to the Things of God, 
and care not to ſpeak in the Name of Jeſus, and to 
ſound the Goſpel Trumpet; who ſeem determined to 
know any Thing but Feſus Chriſt and him crucified ; 
whoſe Preaching is not attended with the Power of 
God unto the Salvation of Sinners; whoſe Examples 
I will no more mention, than I would dare Wiſh (nor 


I think you would Deſire) your Flock to follow; but 


will rather throw a Veil of Love over? 
O ye falſe Prophets, hear ye the Word of the Lord! 
Can ye read the many Woes and Threatnings denoun- 
ced by the Lord's Prophets againſt you; and yet 
harden your Hearts againſt all Conviction ? Know ye 
not that the Prince of Peace hath himſelf denounced, 
Wo unto you, ye blind Guides. Matt, xxiii. 16. 
If ye will not know yourſelves, yet are ye known 
to the Lord, whoſe Children ye are, and whoſe Works 
ye will do. Nay, do not Men alſo know you by your 
Fruits? Thovgh ye ſay ye are Meſſengers of the 
Lord, yet ye do not deliver your Embaſſy faithfully; 
for ye pervert the right Way of the Lord, and put 
Darkneſs for Light, and Light far Darkneſs, and call 
the Way of Death the Way of Life. How long ? 
*Fill ye are given up not only to believe, but to preach 
a Lie; fo that others alſo periſh in their Iniquity 
but their Blood will the Lord require at your Hands. 
Dreadful will be your Doom, if by any Means you 
ſhould deliver the Souls to the Enemy, which you 
profeſs to bring to God: Nay, but God forbid! O 
rather might ye be convinced of the Value of Souls, 
by the Preciouſneſs of that Blood; which was ſhed to 
redeem them ! O that ye were deeply convinced your- 


ſelves of the Neceſſity of fleeing from the Wrath to 


come; and obtaining an Intereſt in the Redeemer's 
8 „ Merits, 


1 


Mlierits, that with St. Paul ye might count all Thing 
25 Loſs and Dung, for tha 53S of the Knowledge 
o 
If ye were truly converted yourſelves, then would 
ye ſtrive to be inſtrumental in l others, ye 
would Faun and be ſpent, for the good of Souls, and 
by the Soundneſs of your Dodtrines, and Exemplari- 
neſs of your Lives, ye would ſtop the Mouths of 
Gainſayers and Oppoſers of the Truth, who would he 
forced to confeſs, ye are truly in Earneſt for the 
Cauſe ye are engaged in; then would God own and 
bleſs your Labours and Endeavours, to the Conver- 
fion of Sinners, the Edification of Saints, and we 
might have ſome Hopes of ſeeing the Knowledge 
ons Experience of Chriſtianity fill the Hearts of the 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel, and diffufing practical 
Chriſtianity to all around them. he | 
But. though we live in an Age wherein the true 
Goſpel Light, viſits our Coaſts, yet who can per- 
ceive ſo much ſpiritual Ignorance, and antichriſtian 
Errors, into which many of the Profeſſors of 
Chriſtanity are fallen, without ſaying, as God 
complains by the Prophet, the People are deftrayed 
for lack of Knowledge, from a ſympathizing Senſe, 
and feeling Compaſſion for thoſe, who are not better 
inſtructed : I have taken the Liberty to addreſs the 
following plain Queftions to you. Reverend Gen- 
tlemen of the ſacred Order; being firmly perſwaded, 
no Soul-loving faithful Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt, can or 
will take Offence, when he confiders> the Cauſe, and 
views the intended Aim of the Author herein. | 
If 8 Conſtructions are 2 on them, it will be 
by thoſe, who are not of ſuch a bleffed Cbaracter, 
Tho” I have not the leaſt Deſign to offend even ſuch as 
appear in a Prophets Garment, and receive Wages as 
Miniſters under Chriſt, but yet take no Care to fulfil the 
Miniſtry they have received; whole Lives and Con- 


verſations, 


- 
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verſations . demonſtrate they fear not the Terrors of 
the Lord in the Threatnings of the Law; and wWhoſe 
preaching plainly ſhews them to be utter Strangers to 
he Pronnſes, Privileges, and Comforts of the 
n ; 5 
Eyen againſt theſe I have brought no railing Ac- 
cuſations, nor unkind Invectives. Neither have 1 
particularly addreſſed any one, with Thou art the Man; 
but have offered general Interrogatories, are theſe 
Wings Jo? That each concerned may apply them and 
aſk is it I? Then let God and Conſcience do their Part 
Are any thereby wounded? I hope they will 
pleaſe to remember, Faithful are the Wounds, of a 
Friend, Prov. xxvii. 6. Are any heteby provoked? 
I heartily pray God to over-rule the Effect, that they 
may be provoked, to exercife a godly Jealoufy over 

_ themſelves: That they may flee from the Wrath to 
come, and ſave their own Souls and thoſe that bear ther, 
I would add (and I durſt appeal to the Searcher of 
Hearts in this Matter) that I bear the greateſt Reve- 
rence and Eſteem to every faithful Clergyman of the 
Church of England : That what is offered, is hot. the 
Effect of, but free from the leaſt Prejudice and Dif- 
affection ; ſuch, only excepted, which is, or ought 
to be in the Breaft of every Chriſtian, againſt the At- 
tempts of the greateſt Foe, and Enemy to Mankind, 
the Murderer of Souls, who is going about ſeeking whom 
he may devour. Are there any who are his Miniſters, 
though transforming themſelves into Miniſters of Light 2 
Are there thoſe who are unhapily Peopleing the Region 
of Darkneſs, by hanging out falſe Lights; or dire&- 
ing Souls, by Example or Precepts to unſafe, becauſe 
unſcriptural Paths? The Love of Chriſt, a Love for 
Souls conſtrains me to apply to ſuch in Plainneſs of 
Speech and goſpel Simplicity. Having on the Breaſt- 
plate of Love, uſing the Sword of the Spirit, the Word 
of God; and adding Prayers and Supplications, that 

ES. | 1 what 


9 [ wi 


what is offered may (under divine Influence) be made 
uſeful by Self- examination, to thoſe to whom it is 
offered, and to keep Souls, that they be not deceived 
by falſe Prophets; nor miſled by blind Leaders of the 
Blind. | . | 
As in this Attempt I have no ' Deſign but that of . 
doing Good, by defending the Cauſe of real Religion, 
fo neither have I any Deſire but to promote the Spirit 
of true Piety, inward as well as outward Holineſs. 
And herein (I think) I have advanced nothing but 
what has the Authority of God's Word, the Judg- 
ment of our Church, and what by my own Experi- 
ence I find 1 be the Truth as it is in Feſus : For as I 
am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt ;, ſo neither have 
I ought to fear from either the pretended Friends, or 
open Adverſaries to the ſame: And as I am not con- 
ſcious of any Thing having eſcaped my Pen, defignedly 
to ſtir up the Wrath of Man, which worketh not the 
Righteouſneſs of God. 

I can very contentedly leave the Event to God, in 
whoſe Hands are the Hearts of all Men, and with 
ardent Wiſhes and fervent Deſires for the Succeſs of 
the Goſpel, and conſequently the Good of Mankind, 


I deſire with great Sincerity to fubſcribe myſelf, 5 
Reverend Gentlemen, 
Your obedient Servant in every Chriſtian Cauſe, | 
A Lay-member of the Eſtabliſped 
| Church of England. 
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EXCH ETHER: God Joth dot fond forth err 
true Labourer into his Vineyard? 
wr Is it not the peculiar Prerogative of God. 
OX to call Men to the Work of the Miniſtry 2. 
Can any Man take that Honour to himſelf, but 
ſuch as are called of God. Heb. v. 4. — Deth 
not Chriſt ſay to every true Miniſter of his, As my 
Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend 7 you; receive ye the Ho 
Ghoſt. John xx. 21, 22. Doth not our CHpre 
preſuppoſe this inward Call from God, before 
any one obtains the outward Ordination from 
Man? As, God will ſend by whom he will ſend ;, ; and. 
how can ye preach except ye be ſent ? Rom. x. 13.— 
Hath the Lord ſent ye? Is your Calling unto, aud 
ſtanding in the Miniſtry from Chriſt? Was you 
commiſſion'd by him preach the Goſpel ? Or was 
you made a. Miniſter by Man only ? Have 
you the inward as well as the outward Call to the 
Work of the Miniftry ? —— Was you indeed, as you 


— declar'd at your Ordination, inwardly moved 
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by the Holy Ghoſt, * to take on you the holy Func- 
tion? ——lt fo, will ye not in all things approve your- 
felves Mzinifters of God; 2 Cor: vi. 1, Sc. be faith- 
ful Stewards of the Myſteries of the Goſpel ; careful 
Watchmen over Souls, and welcome Meſſengers of the 
Goſpel of Peace? —— If ye are Plants of the Lord's 
planting, he doth proſper his Work by your Hands: 
but if not, hath mot Chriſt ſhew'd you your Doom? 
Matt. xv. 13. Every Plant, which my heavenly Fa- 
ther hath not planted ſhall be rooted out. —— They be 
blind Leaders of the Blind, If you have run before you 
was ſent, will not all your Wiſdom be turn'd into Fooliſh- 
neſs ; and all your Light into Darkneſs. Micah, iii. 6. 
T have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran: I have not 
ſpoken to them, yet they prophefied : I ſent them not, nor 
commanded them : therefore they ſhall not profit this Peo- 
ple at all, ſaith the Lord. Jerem. xxiii. 21, &c.— 
If the Lord ſpeak not unto you, What will ye pro- 
pheſy, but a falſe Viſion and Divination; a thing of 
nought, and the Deceit of your own Heart, Will not 
the Lord fay, when ye appear before him, ho hath 
requir'd this at your Hand? Ta. i. 12. A e 


* 
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ji a kY. 
AAXTHETHER every Miniſter of the Goſpel muſt. 
not, ever he is able to teach others, be firſt 
enlighten'd to know himſelf to be in that fallen and 
corrupt Eſtate by Nature, under which every Man is 
born into this World? Muſt he not know in the Words 
of our Church (Article ninth and tenth) that he is far 
gone from original Righteouſneſs, and is of his own Na- 
ture inclined to evil. - That therefore original Sin 
| 3 = 1 1 ein 
3 any Man ſays, I zruft ſo, that yet knows nothing of any 
ſuch Motion, and can give no Account of it, he lies to the HOLY 


_ GHOST, and makes his firſt Approach to the Altar with a Lie 
in his Mouth; and that not only to Men but to God.“ Say: B- 


- * . 


Cop Burnet, 
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in him, as well as every Perſun born into this World, 
deſerves God's Wrath and Damnation? —— Is it not 
neeqdful that he ſhould be ſenſible, that in him, that is, 
in his Fleſh, dwelleth no good Thing; ſo alſo his Weak- 
neſs and Inability to be ſuch, that be cannot turn and 
prepare himſelf, by his: own natural Strength and good 
Works, to Faith and calling upon God. — That be has 
no Power to do good Works, pleaſant and acceptable to 
God, without the Grace of God by Chriſt *—— Muſtthe 
not be deeply convinced of Sin, ſo as to be ſenſible of 
the Corruptions of his Heart, as well as the Irregu- 
larities of his Life? That being wounded with a 
holy Grief, and a penitential Sorrow, knowing ham- 
{elf a meer Sinner, and that the ages of Sin is Death, 
he may deſpair of being ſav'd by his own:Righteouſ- 
neſs, and from a View of the Weakneſs, Corruption 
and Sinfulneſs of his Nature, he may fly for Refuge 
to the free Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, - and ſubmit 
to the Righteouſneſs of God? Rom. x. 5, ———= That 
being guftified by Faith, be may have Peace with God, 
thro our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Rom. v. 1. And receive 
tbe Spirit of Adoption, whereby he can now cry Abba, 
Father. Rom. vii. 15. The Spirit itſelf bearing Wit- 
neſs with his Spirit that he. is a Child of God, v. 16. 
And by the Inſpiration of the holy Spirit, be enabled 
to love God, and bring forth good Works as the Fruits 
of Faith, even of that Faith which is of the Operation 
of God. Col. ii. 12. —— Are not ſuch the true Pro- 
phets that are thus 7aught of God? John vi. 45. 
Are not. ſuch only able to teach others, as they can 
declare what God hath done for their Souls. Palm. Ixvi. 
16. are not ſuch only able rightly to divide the Word 
of Truth. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Are not ſuch the Prophets: 
of the Higbeſt, who go before the Face of the Lord to. 
prepare for bis Coming, Luke i. 76. by preaching 
Repentance ? —— Are not ſuch Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, who pray and beſeech Sinners to be reconciled to 
Cd? I Cor, v. 20. Doth not the Lord own. 

32 | 
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end confirm the Word (hey preach to be the Word of 
God, quick and powerful, ſharper than any two-edged 
; Sword, to the wounding the Sinner, and deſtroying his 


beloved Luſts, piercing, even to the dividing aſunder of 
Soul and Spirit, and is a Dijcerner of the Thoughts, and 
Intents of the Heart, Heb. iv. 12. ſo as to make the 
Formaliſt and Hypocrite yield up their falſe Hopes, 
and vain unſcriptural Bapeckasiöhs, to ſeek Redemp- 
tion in the Blood of Chriſt, as feeling the Load of Sin 
to be great, au the Burden intolerable 7. — —— Who, 
but ſuch Experienced: Miniſters, are able to comfort 
fuch. as are in ſpiritual Trouble by the Comfort wwhere- 
with. thiy have been comforted themſelves of God? 2 Cor. 
1. 4. Pointing them to the Lamb of Ged, who taketh 
away the Sin of the World. John i. 13. Dath not that 
Faith -whith is the Gift of God, come by hearing 
ſuch Miniſters who are ſent of God: Who are en- 
tightened; and bade taſted the beuvenly Gift, and are 
made Partaters of the Holy Ghoſd, and hade taſted the 
good Word of God and the Procrs of the World to come. 
Heb. iv. 5.. As: it. is written, How beautiful are the 
Peet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and bring 
glad T1 Tiaings of good Things. Rom: x. II. Whe=- 
ther any arg true Miniſters of Chriſt that ate not thus 
experimentally acquainted with the Truth, as it is in 
Felus, in their own. Hearts? —— * Doth Chr it dwell 
in your Hearts by Faith ? Ep heſ. i ii. 17. Can ye 
ſey, Me Jpeat that _ 45 88 hf) that we have 
3. "Oe 


\* vide The + july el FEA Burtitt, on 2 Tin 4. wh Miniſters 
muſt know Chriſt themſelves before they can make him known to 
others. Chriſt muſt be reveal'd in ther, before he can be reveal'd 
by them; He muſt ſhine into their Hearts by his holy Spirit, and 
give them an experimental Acquaintance in their own Souls with 
what they deliver and make known to others. Every Truth 
ought to be the Tranſcript of our own Experience, and be 
preach'd, Fir, to our Hearts, and then to our Hearers. Whe 
can ſavingly LR 7 7884 that is in co Darkneſs * Wan 
and Sim himſelf. | 5 
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1 - 
experienced'; ? As knowing the Terrors of the Lord do ye þ 
perſuade Men to Repentance ? 2 Cor. v. 13. Do ye 
know with St. Paul, in whom ye have believed! 2 Tim. : 
i. 12. —- Hath God, who commanded the Light to 'Y 
ſpine out of Darkneſs, ſhined into your Hearts? Have | 

vou the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in the 

Perſon of Fejus.Chrift ? 2 Cor. iv. 6. Hath God 
reconciled you to bimſelf by Feſus Chriſt, and committed 
unto you the Miniſtry of Reconciliation? 2 Cor. v. 19. 

| Can you ſay with the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. iv. 13. 

W e have the Spirit of Faith, «we alſo believe, therefore wwe 
ſpeak 2 — Have ye Redemption in the Blood of Chriſt, 
the Forgiveneſs of your Sins Epheſ. i. 7. Are ye 
born again of the Spirit? 2 John xiii. Have ye 
received the Adoption of Sons, the Spirit of Cbriſt in your 

Hearts, crying, Abba, Father ? Gal.“ iv. 6. Do ye 
Pray with the Spirit ? 1 Cor. xiv. 15. Are ye led by 

the Spirit into all Truth? John xvi: 3. —— Is the Love' 
of God ſhed abroad 7 in your Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt 2/ 

Rom. v. 5.——Can any but ſuch as have receiv'd the 
Spirit which is of God, know the Things of God. 1 Cor. 

il. 11. Even theſe bleſſed Promiſes and Privileges of 
the Goſpel, that they may freely preach them to o- 
thers, not in the Words which Man's: M. dom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth? 1 Cor. ii. 12. 

But inſtead of this Knowledge and Teaching, do 

ye not enter upon and imagine to fulfil your * . 
Miniſtry, by the Power and Aſſiſtance of human Ac- 
quirements only? Hence are ye not led to put too 
high a Price on natal Gifts and Abilities, and to 
{light and diſregard Grace and Experience; ſeeing ye ' 
lay ſuch Streſs upon, and fo frequently cry up the 
one, and ſpeak (if at all) ſo coldly of the other? 

Is not this contrary to St. Paul, and the reſt of the 

Apoſtles, who wor/hip*d God in the Spirit, rejoiced in 

Chrift Felus, and had no Confidence in the Nb; Phil. 


ü. 3. and declare, we are uot Sufficient” of ourſelves to 
think 
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think any thing as of ourſelves, but our Sufficiency is of 
God, who hath made us able Miniſters of the new Tefta- 
ment; not of the Letter which killeth, but of the Spirit 
' which giveth Life ? 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. Ye that pro- 

pheſy out of your own Hearts, hear the Word of the 
Lord: thus ſaith the Lord God, Wo unto the fooliſh 
Prophets that follow their ewn Spirit, and have ſeen 
nothing. Ezek. Xi. 2, 3. Behold! I am againſt you, 
faith the Lord, and mine Hand ſball be upon the Pro- 
» phets. that ſee Vanity, and Divine Lies. v. 8, and g. 


— *— 
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'S it not the Conſequence of not knowing nor ex- 
1 periencing the Power of the Goſpel in their own 
Souls, that ſo many carry into the Pulpit Eſſays of 
meer Morality, full of human Wiſdom and Learning, 
varniſn'd over with the cunning Craftineſs of Men? 

| Do not ſuch boaſt in other Mens Lines, of 
Things made ready to their Hands; dealing in the 
falſe Commerce of unfelt Truths; making it their 
chief Study about poliſhing Phraſes, and Words, and 
bring in human Learning ſo painted over, that heir 
Hearers Faith ſtandeth in the Wiſdom of Men, and not 
iu the Power of God? 1 Cor. ii. 5.—— But is not the 
greateſt Learning to be ſeen in the greateſt Plainneſs? 

——[ pray God ſuch be not found at laſt of the Num- 
ber of theſe falſe Apoſtles and deceitful Workers 
ſpoken of by St. Paul. 2 Cor. xi. 13, 14, 15. Cor- 
rupting Souls from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, ſuch 
as ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Bellies, 
and by fine Words, and fair Speeches, deceive the Hearts 
of the Simple. Rom. xvi. 18. St. Paul doth glory that 
his Preaching was not in Wiſdom of Words, or Excel- 
tency of Speech: not with enticing Words of Man's IWif- 
dom, but in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and in Power.. 
1 Cor. ii. 4, Ving great Plainneſs of Speech, ——— 
; ö Is 


Is not taking a contrary Method, the Cauſe that your 


Words fall to the Ground ? 2. Is it not hence, that 
ſo many of you run in vain, and labour in vain (tho? 
not indeed as to worldly Gain and Preferment, but) 
in the Converſion and Salvation of Sinners. —- How 
many have been Miniſters. for many Years over a 
People, and yet ſee no viſible Effects of the Miniſtry 
of their Word on the Hearts. and Lives of. their 
Hearers ? — Are the Ignorant made wiſe unto Sal- 
vation, by Means of your Inſtructions? Do. the 
outward, groſs Sinners, the Drunkards, Swearers, 
Sabbath-breakers, Sc. - tremble at your Word; do 


they ceaſe to do Evil, and bring forth Fruits meet for 


Repentance ? Matt. iii. 8.— Are Men enlightened ? 
| Are thoſe ho were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins 
quickened, Epheſ. ii. 1. to n-wneſs of Life? Is 
Repentance given to any of y< ir Hearers, under the 
Miniſtry of your Word? Are any wounded under 
2 Senſe of Sin, ſo as to alk, Vat muſt we do to be 
ſaved? Acts x. - 30. Have you any Seals to your 
Miniſtry ? Doth not Faith come by Hearing ? 
Rom. x. 17. But to whom hath the Arm of the Lord 
been revealed? Iſaiah liii. 1. Have any believed 
in Chriſt thro your Nord? 


Hath the Lord given you any to be your 


L 77. 
Have 


Joy and Crown of Rejoicing 9 1 Theſſ. i. 19. 


you any Sons in the Golpel, begotten by your Mord, 
and born again of the Spirit, ſo as to be new Creatures 
:n Chriſt Feſus, 2 Cor. v. 17. who, by the Dſpira- 
tion of the Spirit, bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit, 
Holineſs of Heart and Life, without which, no Man 
1 f none of 
theſe Effects attend your Miniſtry (if you have 
Preach'd at all) have ye not preach'd in vain ? Oh, 
Sirs, I beſeech ye bear with me in Love; theſe are 


not Queſtions of Strife of Words; but there are 
| Souls, 


ſhall fee the Lord? Heb. Xii. 14. 


Have: any received ib 
Knowledge of Salvation, by the Rem Non of Sins? Luke 


4 
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Souls, precious Souls, immortal Souls, for whom 
the Lord Jeſus was content to ſhed his moſt precious 
Blood, at Stake; they hear for Eternity: and how 
many might ye have been inſtrumental in ſaving from 
Deſtruction; if, as the Lord ſays by Ferem. xxiii. 
Ze had ftood in my Council, and cauſed my Poop to hear 
my Words : then they ſhould have turn'd them from their 
evil Ways, and from the Evil of their Doings. Can ye 
hear, and not lay to Heart the Complaint of God 
by Hoſea iv. 6. My People are deſtroyed for lack of 
Knowledge ; becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will 
alſo reject ibee; thou ſhalt be na Prieſt to me. But 
he, whom God hath ſent, ſpeaketh the Words 1 God. 
John iii. 34. Speaketh as the Oracles of God. 1 Pet. iv. 
11. And the Lord hath declar'd, My Word ſhall not 
return void, but ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, 
and it ſhall proſper in the Thing whereunto 1 ſent it. 
Iſaiah Iv. 11 
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O you not make human Learning of ſuch abſolute 
Neceſſity; yea, ſuch an Eſſential Qualification, 
as tho? no one is able to know the Goſpel without it? 
But, alas! How few of the wiſe Doctors and learned 
Rabbies, approv'd him, who ſpake as never Man 
pate ? John vii. 46. — What was hat great Maſter 
in 1/rae] able to underſtand of the Myſteries of the 
Kingdoin, when propos'd by our Lord? Febs ui. 
Did any of the Phariſees and Ralers believe in Chriſt, 
in the Days of his Fleſh? And what Treatment do 
the fame Doctrines meet with from the wiſe in their 
own-Eyes, and prudent in their own Sight, Now? —— 
Is not the Doctrine of the New Birth from above ; the 
being born again of the Spirit; learnedly explained a- 
Way, or denied to have any more than a meer exter- 
nal Sacramental Meaning? Is not the Power, Influ- 
ente and Operation of the boſy Spirit utterly _—_— 
tne 
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the Pretenders to it contemnꝰd, banterꝰd and deſpis d, 

and the Doctrine itſelf, either treated with Buffoonery 
and Ridicule, or made to mean, juſt nothing at all? 
Is not the Faith of the Goſpel, with all its internal 
Fruits and Effects, eſteem'd by the Wiſdom of this 


U World, to be the Flights of Fancy, and the Portion 


of Madmen and Fools? So true is the Obſervation of 
St. Paul, the Things of God knoweth no Man, tut by 
the Spirit of God. 1 Cor. ii. 12. Anda wiſer than he 
as you, the Myſteries of the Kingdom are hid from 
the Wije and Prudent, and revealed unto Babes. Matt. 
xi. 25. Oh! that the Wiſe would no more glory in 
their Wiſdom, but would become as little Children, 
that they might be Taught of Jeſus, to enter into the 
MITES of the Kingdom! Why is it, that accord- 
ing to St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. 26 to 29. Not many wiſe 


Men are called; but God hath choſen the fooliſh Things 


of this Morld to confound the Wiſdom of the Wife, 755 
na fleſh ſhould glory in bis Preſence ® Is it not, be- 
cauſe you will examine ſpiritual Myſteries by carnal 
Reaſon, which proves a main Let to your right Un- 
derſtanding of por ? For however wiſe and learned, 
the unregenerate, unrenew'd Man may be, yet bis 
carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God. Rom. viii. 7. 
The natural Man receiveth not the Things. of the Spirit, 
for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him (and whatever elſe he 
knows) he cannot know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14. O, Sirs I Is it not 
therefore becauſe Reaſon cannot comprehend, and Ex- 
perience never taught, that ſo many of you deny the 
new Birth of the Spirit, the Inſpiration of the Spirit 
with the, Power. and Happineſs of that Faith where- 
of cometh Salvation, which is the Gift of the Spirit? 
hut is it not better with Nicodemus,” humbly to 
aſk of that God, who giveth Wiſdom liberally ; ; 


How can theſe Things be; John iii. 9. than boldly to 


deny them ? Surely if ſuch. knew the Gift of God; 
8 would _ bon: he would give it them, and make | 
8 * +» oem 


„ ke 
them wiſe wito Salvation; then might they ſay in 
Sincerity, What we have received of the Lord, that 
we preach unto you. Are not we of the Laity com- 
manded to fearch the Scriptures, and to appeal to the 
Law and to the Teſtimony ? And if Miniſters ſpeak not 
according to this Word, may we not conclude, it is 
becauſe there is ne Light in them ? Iſa. viii. 20. Are 
we not commanded, Fer. 23. 16. hearken not unto 
the Words of the Prophets, that propbeſy unto you; they 
mate you vam : they ſpeak a Viſion of their qwn Heart, 
and not out of the Mauth of the Lord? 
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"TT HO” human Learning is of great Uſe and Bleſ- 
ſing, when in a ſanctified and renew'd Miniſter 
bother human Learning, in a carnal, unrege- 
8 nerate one, doth not prove the greateſt Enemy to 
Truth ? Were not moſt of the grand Errors in 
Chriſtianity, now in England, Scotland and Ireland, 

firſt brought in, and are ſtill propagated by great, 
learned Men in Humanity, but Spiritually Igno- 

rant of the doctrinal and practical Part of Divinity? 

Men who /peak great ſwelling Words, and like Diotre- 
phes love to have the Pre-emmence iu the Church, yet 
Prate againſt the Truth with malicious Words? 3 John 

Ix. 10. Moreover, were not the greateſt Oppaſers 

and Perſecutors that Chriſt and his Apoſtles met with, 

the | ag learned Men in thoſe Times, the Chief 
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Prieſts and Scribes? May not like Inſtances be pro- 
duced in later Days of Oppoſition to the Truth as it 
10 in Jeſus, and Perſecution, againſt his Members, by 
thoſe very Men, whoſe Function calls them to ſupport 
the one and cheriſh the other? As in the Beginning, 
he that was born after the Fleſh, perſecuted Fm that 
was born after the Spirit, even ſo it is now. Gal. iv. 
29, But are not ſuch plainly man feſt by their Fruils 
ts be falſe Prophets, who appear. in Sheep's a 
| | ut 
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but are inwardly ravening Wolves, making Havock of 
the Church of Chriſt, deſcribed by St. Paul, Acts 
xx. 29. grievous Wolves ſhall enter in among you, 01 
ſparing the Flock? Ol that fuch may in time think, 
| how they will appear before the great Shepherd and 

| Biſhop- of Souls, when they muſt account for thoſe 
committed to their Charge; I pray God that ſuch 
may hear and lay to Heart the Word of the Lord by 
Jer. xxXiti. 1, 2. Wo be unto the Prophets that ſcatter 
and deſtroy the Sheep of my Paſture, ſaith the Lord. Ze 
have ſcatered my Flock, and driven them away, and have 
not vifited them : Bebold Iwill viſit upon you the Evil 
of your Doing, ſaith the Lord, 


<0 U B- Eo, 

OT H not Goſpel Effects now as well as here- 
tofore attend Goſpel preaching: But have ye 

not taken away the Cauſe and the Effects are ceaſed : 
And fubftituted in the Room of Goſpel Diſcourſes ? 
Effays of meer Morality or Lectures of Philoſophy ? 
May it not be juſtly obſerved of the generality of 
Diſcourſes now delivered by you, as St. Auſtin of 
Ciceros Works: © That they are not ſweet, becauſe 
the Name of Jeſus is not in them?“ But from 
whom can ye draw ſuch a Leſſon of Humility and 
Condeſcenfion, as Jeſus in the Myſtery of his Incarna- 
tion and Birth? What Pattern of Meekneſs, what 
Example of Patience, Self-denial and Mortification, 
would ye recommend like that of Jeſus in his Life? 
What preaching ſo likely to ſtrike and affect the 
Sinner, with the heinous Nature and direful Effects of 
Sin, as that it murdered the Eternal Son f God? That 
there was no Way to expiate or atone for the Guilt 
of Sin; but by ſhedding the precious Blood of Chriſt, 
as @ Lamb without Blemiſh or Spot, 1 Peter i. 1, 
Tint ne 
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And that his Blood cries aloud from the Croſs of his 
Sufferings to the Throne of Juſtice; Forgive: Yea, 
That 7eſus is now exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to 
give Repentance and Remiſion of Sins? Acts v. 31. 
Are drooping Penitents overwhelmed with Grief and 
Shame, trembling under the Thundrings of Sinai's 
Mount? Where, O where ſhould you direct them but 
to Mount Calvary? To whom ſhould ye bid them 
look, but unto Jeſus the loving, bleeding, ſlaughter'd 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sin of the 2 4 
Are Believers under the Preſſure of Weakneſs and 


Infirmity? What Name will ye mention but Feſus in- 


terceeding for them, to what Source of Comfort diręct 
them, but that they have an Advocate with the Father 
Jeſus Chriſt the Rigbteous? John ii, 1. Should not 


Fe in every Diſcourſe preach Jeſus Chriſt and bim cruci- 


fed? Oh, Who can repeat the wondrous Truth 
too often? Who can dwell on the tranſporting Theme 
too long??? e Unbelievers ſee no Form nor Comli- 
neſs in Chriſt. No Beauty that they ſhould Defire 
Bim. Iſaiah liv. 2: Yet ſaith St. Peter to them which 
believe he is precious. 1 Peter i. 7. If Chriſt is pre- 
cious to you, would you not ſet him forth in all his 
Offices, as of Prieſt to atone for Sin, by. the Sacrifice 
of his precious Blood? As a Prophet to teach his 
People by his Grace and Spirit ? And as a King to 
Rule and Reign in their Hearts over Sin and Satan by 
the Power of his Love? O that with St. Paul ye 
might defire to know the Love of Chriſt! Epheſians iii. 
19. That with him ye might be determined to glory in 
Nothing, ſave in the Croſs of Feſus Chriſt. Gal. vi. 4. 


That ye might no more preach yourſelves but Chriſt 


Jeſus the Lord. For is not the Name of Feſus a Name 
above every Name! Is there any other Name under 
Heaven given among Men whereby thev can he Javed but 
the Name of Jeſus? Acts iv. 12. Hath not our Lord 
declared, I am the Way ibe T fees and the Life, no Man 


Ye 
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ye received a Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel in the 
Name of Jeſus? Are you ſent to open Men's Eyes 10 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unto God; that. they may receive Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and an Inheritance among them-which are Santti- 
fed through Faith in Jeſus? Acts xxvi. 18. —— And 
do you ſuppoſe to fulfil your Miniſtry by not preach-. - 
ing the Goſpel, but meer Morality © Can you imagine 
Men's Eyes are opened, to diſcern the Things of God 
by refined Speculations? Are Men turned from Dark- 
neſs to Light and from the Power of Satan to God by 
Ethic Diſcourſes, or Philoſophic Treatiſes? Do Men 
receive Forgiveneſs of Sins by the Law of Works, or 
the preaching of Faith ? Can ye think all the Morality 
of the Heathens, or the Philoſophy of the Ancients 
will beget in one Sinners Heart, Repentance toward 
God, and Faith in our Lord Feſus Chriſt ? How is it 
then that ye preach not Chriſt Jeſus the Lord? Why 

is it that ye diſpenſe with the Name of Jeſus out of 
your polite, modern Piſcourſes? Is not this to preach 

another Goſpel, and to fall under the Cenſure of St. 
Paul, Gal. i. 9. He that preaches another Goſpel let him 
be accurſed. Is it not to attempt to lay another Foun- 
dation than that which is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt ? 
1 Cor. iii. 11. Is not this to handle the Word of God 
deceitfully? 2 Cor. iv. 2 By ſuch Preachers and 
preaching is not the Word of God made of none Effett ? 
Doth not Chriſt deny them and their Words, who are 
aſhamed of bim and his Words? How fay ye? We 
preach the Morality of the Goſpel.” What on Na- 

_ tural, or moral Principles, as a Covenant of Works, 
to purchaſe the Favour of God, to the Exclufion of 
Faith, in the alone Sacrifice of the Death of Jeſus + - 

_ Chriſt? Is not this, to join with Deiſts, Arians and 
Sotinians, and the Reſt of the Oppoſers of Chriſtianity; 
to make the Croſs of Chriſt of none Effect? And te jet 
Jeſus at Neught / While you only acknowledge Jeſus _ 
Teacher ſent from God, but ſpeak not a Word of his 

8 iD Merit 


14 1 | 
Merits, and Redemption through his Blood; but for 
Form Sake as it were, and at the End of a Difcourſe, 
and de not declare to the Church of God that tbey are 
Pr chaſed by the Blood of Chrift? Acts xx. 28. O God 
grant ye may take heed left ye only tread under Foot 
the Son of God, and count the Blood of the Covenant, an 
n Thing. Acts X. 29. | 7 | 
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S it not plain that this Modern, Moral, Philoſophi- 
cal, Unſcriptural Preaching, that is ſo much in 
Vogue amongſt us, doth ariſe, Firſt, from the Preach- 
ers being Ignorant of the State and Condition of Man- 
kind? Secondly, Miſtaking the Covenant of Grace? And 
Thirdly, Do not ſuch Err not knowing the Scriptures 
nor the Power of God? Though a Preacher may have 
that Knowledge which puffethup, x Cor. viii. 1, Yet 
does he know any Thing as he ought to-know, while 
he knows not bimfelf ? Hence will he not deny the Doc- 
trine of original Sin; and by Conſequence the Ne. 
ceſſity of Regeneration and the new Birth from above? 
Will he not miſtake the Scripture Doctrine of Fuftifi 
cation by Faith alone, though fo clearly inſiſted on by 
our Church? And inſtead of the Power of God in 
the ſanctifying and renewing of our Hearts and Na- 
tures by the Holy Spirit : will he not preach up an 
outward, moral Rectitude of Life and Converſation 
} only! But does not the Voice of our Church join with the 
11 Word of God, and has it not been the Declaration of 
[MH holy Men. in all Ages, that; Every Perſon born into 
this World, is born in Sin: A Child of Wrath and de- 
| fernes Gods Wrath and Damnation? Art. ix. and in Hom. 
of the Miſery of Man. Of Ourſelves we have no 
| Goodneſs, Help or Salvation, but contrariwiſe, Sin, 
Damnation, and Death Everlaſting ; ſo that wwe can 
find in Ourſelves no hope of Salvation; but rather _ | 
| | oever 


OY ( ws ] 
Soever maketh unto our Deſtruction. Is it not- a true; 
but awful Deſcription our Church gives of Man ſinee 
the Fall. Hom. On the Nativity of Chriſt ; That ha 
is A Bondllave of of Hell. — The Image of the Devil, — 
Lumb of Sin, — We are by Nature the Children of. 
Gods Wrath, but are not able to make Ourſelves the 
_ Children and Inberitors of Gods Glory (aforeſaid Hom.) 
Though St. Paul, and all natural and unregenerate 
er oh Mr. Burkit obſerves on Rom. vii. 9. ** Have 
ood Opinion of themſelves before Converſion 
wit out = leaft Suſpicion of their bad Eſtate _ 
fad Condition, being alive without the Lat.“ 
t Yet, ſays he, obſerve Gy Apprehenſion and Opi- 
nion EE St. Paul had, and all others will have 
when they come under the e 5 Work of the 
Spirit, by the Miniſtry of the Word, and the Law 
of God, when. the r came, that is, cloſe 
3 home to my Heart and Confelence with a divine 
Efficacy, Sin ey and I died. 
hut fo long as Miniſters continue ignorant «f tha 
Vitioſity of their Nature, that Maſs of Corruption, 
that World of Iniquity that is in ibem, Do they not 
think it ſufficient, oo” to inveigh againſt 3 Acts 
and Habits of Vice, without ſhewing the Sinner the in- 
ward Caufe, viz. That original Defection, Pollution, 
and Depravity. that is in the Heart? But is ſuch, 
Preaching bleſſed to the Killing of Sin or mortifying 
Vice? 80 alſo in their Prayers; do not ſuch — 
the Almighty, when in the Words of our Church 
they profeſs to © lament their Sins, and acknow- 
_ ledge their Wretchedneſs. 2 hat the Remem- 
brance of Sin is grievous (O how eafily repeated l) and 
the Burthen intolerable, (Ohowlightly felt!) that they. 
are © tied and bound with the Chain of their IG” 
„ That there is no Health in us, Se. Se. 
Do not fuch alſo deceive Mankind, Silo they are 
only Prophets the propheſy — Ti * and 1 
eceit 
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Deceit. Iſa. xxx. 10. © Saying, Peace, Pence to tlem⸗ * 
ſelves and others, while there is no Peace ? Jer. vi. 14. 
Are not ſuch deſcribed by Ja. lvi. 10, &c. As Watch- 
men that are Blind, Ignorant, Dumb. -Sleeping, lying 
down, loving to ſlumber. Shepherds that cannot un- 
derſtand, neither the Diſeaſes of the Soul, nor what 
Remedy to preſcribe ? For how can ſuch be able to give 
ſpiritual Advice or Afliſtance to a convinced Sinner, 
who feeling Sin to be indeed grievous, and the Bur- 
dien intolerable, and being under Diſtreſs of Mind, 

and a wounded Spirit for the ſame 3 Enquires, What 
muſt I do to be ſaved ? Do not ſuch Phyſicians of no 
Value, ſmile at the Diſtreſs, miſtake the Cauſe, and 
preſcribe carnal Phyſick for Sin-fick Souls, and di- 
rect them to the Play-houſe or Tavern for Remedy? 
Is it thus ye bind up the Broken-hearted ? Is this to 
warn Souls to flee from the Mratb to come? 

O may the Lord Almighty (who deſpiſeth not the 
$; ghing of a contrite Heart, nor the Defire of ſuch as are 
ferrowfu!) ariſe, and maintain 'his own Cauſe in the 
Souls whom He has wounded, whoſe own Shepherds 
pity them not, Zech. xi. v : Who flrengthen not the 
Diſeaſed, neither heal that which was ick, neither bind 
ap that which was broken—— But with Force and cruelty 
rule over them. Exzek. xxxiv.4. For as God com- 
plains by Jer. vi. 13, 14. From the Prophet, even unto 
tbe Prieſt, every one dealeth falſiy; they dave * vealed 
15 Hurt of my People. 4 5 
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chr not much 5 would be eſteemed the only 
Orthodox, Pious, Zealous Miniſters of the 
Church of England, to act and preach agreeable to 
ſuch a Profeſſion? But who are thoſe that abide by, 
and ne for the Tenets of the ſaid Church? 


Where 
Collect ol s. Luke ae 


„ 


mung; 


Where are : thoſe that conſtantly teach and inculcate the 
fame Doctrines as are contained in our Articles, Homi- 
lies and Liturgy ? Is not Juſtification by Faith alone, 
an eſſential Doctrine of our Church? Is it not deemed 
Article 11. A wholeſome. Doftrine and full of -godly 

Comfort ? Yet to uſe the Words of. a late experienced 
Divine of our Church. How many of our Fathers 
and Sons of the Church now gird [Taunt} at it; and 
Thunder againſt it, as pernicious, if not damnable 
Doctrine. Shall we hear the Church or theſe. New 
Doctors? If we muſt hear them, why then are not 
the Articles and Homilies publickly Condemned? Why 
are they {till recommended. to be read in ob 
and made the very Teſt. of a Son of the Church? 

Yea, impoſed as the Terms of coming into the Mi- 
niſtry? How does this conſiſt with what we ſo often 
e 0 Pulpits, and ſee from the Preſs; ſuch con- 

trary Notions and confident Aſſertions, concerning 
Faith and Juſtification, as if the Authors of them were 
{worn Enemies to Articles and Homilies“ Mr. Jenks 
On Submiſſion to the Righteouſneſs of God. 

But are not ſuch who Miſtake the Covenant of 
Grace for a Covenant of Works, blind Guides? Are 
not thoſe falſe Prophets who in direct Contradiction to 
the Declaration of the Church, as well as plain Oppoſi- 
tion to the whole Goſpel, preach up the Law of 
Ierks for J uſtification, in the Room of the Righte-. 
ouſneſs of God, which is by Faith of Feſus Chriſt unto, all 
and upon all them that believe? Rom. iii. 22. Preach- 
ing Sermon after Sermon without one Word of the 

Nature of Faith, the Neceſſity of Faith, or the Effecis 
of Faith, and inſtead of inviting Sinners to believe on 
the Lord Jeſus, that they may be ſaved from the Guilt 
and Power of Sin, exhort them to do this and Live, 
Keep the Law and be juſtified. Tis Matter of 
Admiration to me how any one that pretends to the 
Uſe of his Reaſon, can imagine that he ſhould be ac- 
cepted before God for what Some from him lf, 7 

D ow 
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how is ĩt poſſible that I ſhould be juſtifiec by good 
Works, when I catv do no good Work at all, untitT be 
firſt -juſtified? My good Works cannot be accepted! as 
Good until my Perfon' be f63- nor can my Perſon he 
accepted by "God, till firſt erigraſted i into Ckriſt; ber 
ro. which engrafting into the Vine, *tis impoſh- 
ble I ſhould brin 3 8 good Fruft. I look upon all 
my Righteouſneſs as Ain. Rags; and 'tis in the Robes | 
only of the Riphteouſneſs of the Son of God, that J 
dare appear before' the Majeſty of Heaven. Jr, cannot 
have a Sin pardoned' without Chriſt; ſo neither can I 
have a Sin ſubdued without him, ſays the late Chriſtian 
Biſhop Beveridge in his private Thoughts! Doth not 
every true Prophet that is taught of God, Acknow- 
ledge, Experience and preach the ſame? That Cbrit 
is the End of tbe Law for Righteoufteſs to every one 
that believes. Romans x iv. And that all that be- 
lieve are juſtified from all Things, & c. Acts xiii. 39. 
Doth not our Church clearly deliver and pofitively 
afſert, Article 11. Of the Juſtification of Man. 
Wee are aecounted righteous before God, ont x fot 
the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt oy 
Faith, and not for our own Works and Deſervings?”* 
Now what but corrupt Nature, an evit Heart of Un- 
belief, Prejudice or worldly Intereſt ; could induce 
any to ſubſcribe to orthodox Articles, and yet preach 
contrary Doctrines? Are not the facred Writings re- 
plete with this Doctrine? Are not thoſe of St: Paul 
richly ſtored with this Evangelie al Truth? There- 
fore doth our Church in all her Homilier atteſt the 
fame. In that of Good Friday. „ Surdy there can 
be no Work of any mortal Man (be he never ſo holy) 
that ſhall be coupled in Merit with Chriſt's moſt ho! 
Act. And the Homily of Salvation . Sets forth Far 
in the Merits of Chriſt's precious Blood as the true 
Cauſe of Juſtification, the holy Seriptuſe teacheth us 
this is the ſtrong Rock and Foundation of the Chriſti- 


an n Religion, this Doctrine advances and fets 9 | 
Glory 
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Glory of, GOUT beats gdoxyn the Vain. gloxx .of 
Man,” N 


ow if thoſe who are called Miniſters » or 
Abe abide 4 not by, but forſake and deny her Fug- | 
{ys Doctrines, doth not the. alſo abnegate and 
wn them, when. ſhe farther declares, 8 This, 
ever denies (viz, the above Doctrine) is not to he ac- 
counted , a Chriſtian Man, nor for a -Setter 'orth. 'of 
Chriſt's Glory, but for an Adyerfary to Chriſt, a and - 
his Goſpel, and for a ſetter Forth of Man's. Vain „ 


Gun 43 How unfit then are ſuch; for Miniſters, w. 
are unexperienced as to the IV haleſomeneeſs and Comfe 

of this: Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith only ? Can 
99225 who are Strangers to the My ſteries of the Self. 
Pel, and unacquainted with the Power of . 
their own 8 preach the unſearchable Riches of 
Golpel of Ghrift ? Are not the Words of Chriſt, which 
are Spirit and Life 5 hut a dead Letter to en! ?. 
not ſuch unſkilful Teachers, inſtead of ing the Wards 
cobich the Holy Ghoſt. teacheth, Peak i in the. N ard. which 

Man's Wilde teac th? 1 Cor. ii. 13. Hence 
they not entirely 7 drop, the ſcriptural Expreſſions "of 
Fuftificatian ty Faith, being born again, the 9 
1e of . Sin, Nea in 2 Blood of Chriſt, t 
Grace of & Gad, the Operation of the. Spirit, the enlight- 
ening, _ Duyickening, Inſpiration and Renewing 10 80 
Holy Gholt, and Adopt in their Stead,” . 
lifeleſs Expreſſions of being virtuous, and beboping 
Goode 90 Reforming and 1 fo the Life, &c 4 
ee With the ambiguous Phraſes of g ood Reſyjufions, 
and fincere Endeavours, & Da they 1 not, thereby 
ꝓuff up the Pride of Man's Nature, giving him to 
underſtand. (contrary to our Church)! his Freedom 1 of 
Will to 4 2 His Ability to turn and 135 Fe 
himſelf, y his own naturakt Strength ' anc 5225 

Jeb 8 5 Are not the Hearers ech deceie 
Po they. not Anſwer with that Heretick of ; Dl to the 
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and therefore taught, that it is not of bim that willeth 
er runneth, but of God that ; ſheweth Mercy. Rom. 1 ix. 16. 
"That it is God that worketb in us to Will, and to Do. 
Phil. ii. 13. Aud that no Man can call Feſus, Lord, - 
But by the Holy Gbeſt. 1 Cor, XU. 3. Now if ye pr reach 


* 


contrary to holy Scripture; is it any Marvel (though 
a great Pity), that your Hearers remain Strangers. to 
that Repeniance which is the Work of God, deſtitute 
of that Faith which is the Gift of God, and” void of 
that Love and Holineſs which proceeds from the i 
ſiration 0 Ibe Spirit, and is alane 7 to God ? 
If ye reject the Knowledge of God, hath not the Lord 
declared he will alſo Rejef you from being Priefts unto 
him? And then what will be the Fruit of yuaur Miniſtry? 
Can the People to. whom ye preach. be ſpiritualized by 
fleſhly Wiſdom? Nay is there not Reaſon to uſe that 
ſcriptural Adage like Perple, like Priefts? For is there not 
(as of Old) a ende el and borrible Thing. committed in 
the Land, the Prophets propheſy falſly, and the People 
love to have it fo? Jer. v. 20, 31. Have ye not in the 
Words of the Prophet, Hoſea ix. 14. Had a miſcarrying 
Womb and dry Breaſts for theſe many Tears? Hath not 
the Lord 0, upon you the Spirit a 7 deep Sleep and cloſed 
Jour 24 ak 58 Vi Fi on 955 the Lord, 15488 Book that 15 
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Do Fe not more recommend eaten en Ve d 
ſcriptural Chriſtianity! ? Do ye not perplex an a 
confounding Morality and Divinity, Law and Goſpe 
He . Works t ether? Defining juſtifying 8 

Faith to be only an kater to the Chriſtian Re- 
W and obſerxing the Moral Laws of the Goſpel oo 
ſuch a vague, looſe, unſcriptural Divinity,” do ye 

K cauſe many to regard Chriſtianity itſelf, as little 
moe 
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ſtand it in your Hearts, but darken the Counſel of God 
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more than a refine Syſtem of moral Philaſphy; 2 But is 


n6t the Way of Salvation by Grace through Faith fo 
plainly revealed, that a Way. faring Man though 4 
Fool ſhall not err therein ? Iſaiah xxxv: 8. How is it 


that having Eyes, ſo many ſee it not, neither Under- 


by Words without Knowledge? And inſtead of feed- 
ing your Flocks with the ſincere Milt f the Word; have 


ye not rather cauſed a Famine of the hearing of * the - 


Word of God? Amos viii. 11. * Preaching your own 
Words and thereby beguile the Souls of the Simple, -with 
Philoſophy and vain Deceits after tb Tradition of Men, 
after the Rudiments of the Wurld, and not after Chriſt? 
Col. 2 viii. Can it be doubted but that the Morals 
of Seneca, or the Fables of #/op, are as profitable for 
Inſtructions in ſcriptural 'Chriſtianity, as many Dif- 
courſes ye read? Hence (O much to be deplored) 
how many are leſt through piritual Ignorance? Hence 
(O grievous to mention) The Leaders of this "People 


cauſſe them to err, and 1 Lit <p * We euer are 
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HAT are the Effects that attend all this | 
moral Preaching ? What Good hath it done, 

or doth” it? Though we hear ſq much talk of More- 
45 ity, yet where muſt we look for the Practice? Who 
will fay the Age we live in, is Remarkable. for the 


W of moral Virtues? Nay is it not too notori- 


ous to be denied, that Immorality and Vice, never 
abounded more than at Preſent? What. have you | 
done then, in Re egard to Men's Practice, by preach- 
ing ld much Morality Rather what have ye not done, 
SAP in Regard to we: X crverning 8 ddr W 


2 The Hungry Sheep fook up and are. hot bed; 1 
But ſwoln with Wind and the rank Miſt they draw 
| - I inwardly and foul Contagion ſpread. Ber; 


; [:82]] 


and io. of Can willading cheir Practice alſo? Is; it 
mot common with Men now, (ay and ſuch as zre 
called Chriſtians toe) plainly and openly to gecl 
Religion! I dont quetend to:Religian.” .**Marality 
18 Gafficient for me, il pay every One his ow], I. do | 


4 J would:he lone by,” and. With the 77 Spirit, 
Marke i. 24. Cry ont what hawerge ie do with dus of 
Nazqratb? Luke xix. 14. He uit not have this Man 
. ran awer us. Are not theſe jand:the-like,Expreſ- 
fions, high ſo.generallyprexail-from. ſuch Principles, 
the⸗Reſult of ſetting N at Vu, and eſtabliſ 

2 Sſtem of :Marality, Independent of ;his Grace ang 
Gowe! So that if ever Chriſt, was Nhunuad in the 
Haile of bis Friends, in What Times {hall we 17 this 
more plainly than Neu O may the Lord .cauſe;you 
Time to eonſider how freadful-it is; to flight che 
Gaſbil ef bis Grace, and to reject the Sen o bis Love! 

Ait npt.devoutly-to:be-wiſhed, that thoſe Reverend 
Gentlemen f js Moral Scheme, who . contend Jp 
much far Morality, from meer \moral-Principles,only, 
would themſelves Practice what: they Jo conſtant 
preſs others to? Elſe is it not like thoſe of Ol 
Matt. 77 4. Tho Jay and do not, yy Þimdbeavy 
Burdens an them on Men'*s.$h ers, but will not 
move them 4225 one of e, pho. Pp cian heal 
2e. Tbou that \teacheſt another, teacheft 7b * 
bye, Romans ii. 21. For once try the Es 
ment on your own Principles. Has the Dignity of 
your Station led you into Pride and Ambition? Are 
Fe attached to the World, fond of its Pleaſures, and 
hunting after the Honours and Promotion thereof? 
Try if che / ſo muth boaſted Dignity of human N 5 
Mill enable you to overcome the World, and forego its 
Profits and Pleaſures? Prove that moral Principles, 

can cauſe ſueh Affections to ſubhſide in you. If by 
che Geſpel we are taught, more exalted Ideas of 
Purity and Holineſs, Te what the Heathens of Old 
were Ra Mo Re bank Pri 
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were Ifuffieient for Practice then, be much more 
inadequate, to the Precepts of Chriſtianity now; 
without the Grace and Aſſiſtance” of che "Goſpel 
 Coveriaht® 
\ _ Ouglifye net der wo be leſs 14viſh of your Enco: 
miums on human Nature? Should ye not teach proud 
Nature to ſtoop and acknowledge that we are trat 
through the Nes? That we may heat and believe the 
Divine Oracle bo knew what was in Man, and 
therefore aſſerts wir hous me yt cam do No 
xv. 5, Hence is it not highly needful to accept our 
bleſſed Lordꝰs kind Iavitation, Come to me that ye m 
have Life? John v. 40. Thatwe may prove his 
fertion, that 4e bim that believes, all Things are poſſe: ; 
Matt. ix. 23. And jvirt with an inſpired Apoſtle I 
can ds all Things ihbroush Chrift ſtrengthening me: 
Phil. iv. 13. For as hat which is born of the Fleſh is 
Fleſh, and thiy that are in the Fleſh camiot pleaſe God, 
is it not plain. that a new Birth muſt precede a nęto 
Fife That a divine Principle be Rot at in us; by 
no leſs than the ape W ral Power of God? 
Por as St. Auſlin fays, << To Jjaſtiſy a Sinner, to 
new create lim from 2 wicked Perſon (ſuck is every 
one by Natute) to à righteous Man, is a greater Act 
than to make ſuch a ne] Heaven and new Earth as is 
already made. Faith giveth Life to the Soul, 
and 'they be as much Dead to God that lack Faith; as 
they be to the World, whoſe Bödies lack Souls. 
Where Faith is not the Foundatien there is no good 
Work, what Building ſ6ever we make.” Hom.” Good 
Warks. Thus is not our Church truly Orthodox arid 
Seriptural, in aſcribirig Juſtification to Faith 'ii Chriſt 
alone, and that Faith muſt precede good Werks? 
That our Perſons muſt firſt be juſtified by Chriſt, eber 
our Natures are begun to be ſanckiſed by che holy 
Spirit? But how Heterodox and ION are ſuch 
Miniſters who preach much of Wotks, giving them 
the a of Good, though not done in Faith 2 
5 ſpeak 
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ſpeak nothing of a Goſpel Faith, and utterly deny the 


Sanctification of our Natures. by the Workings of 


Divine Grace, and the Inſpiration of the holy Spirit? 

For in this moralizing immoral Age, how Unfaſh- 
jonable, and unpolite, and therefore how rare is it to 
hear our modern Clergy (of the new light Scheme) 
ſpeak of inward 3 ſupernatural Power, divine 
Cperariem, unleſs to explode the Doctrine, and treat 
its Contenders and Defenders (the Authority of the 
Church among the reſt) with Sneer, Odium * Con- 
tempt ? 

But I humbly beg TP. to aflert, that it is the | 
Holy Ghoſt which :nwargly worketh the Regenera- 


tion and New Birth of Mankind: and the more it is 


bid from. our Underſtanding, the more it ought to 
move all Men, to wonder at the ſecret and mighty 
Workings of God's holy Spirit, which is within us. 

Such is the Power of the Holy Ghoſt to rege- 
nerate Men, and, as it were, to bring them forth 
ancw, that they ſhall be nothing like the Men that 
they were before; neither doth be think it ſufficient 
inwardly to work the ſpiritual and New Birth of Man, 
unleſs he alſo dwelleth and abideth with him. — O what 
Comtort is this to the Heart of a true Chriſtian, to 
think that the Holy Ghoſt dwelleth within him! 

Now is not every. Goſpel Miniſter of our Church. 


Intereſted and experienced in theſe Scripture Truths ? 
Such will not deny them, but ſet. to their Seal, and 


own and preach them. As to thoſe of the Clergy, 
who eſteem ſuch Language meer Hyperbole, and con- 
demn it as ſublime, enthufiaftick Nonſenſe, I beg Leave 
to refer them to the Homily on Whit-ſunday, where 
tt ſtands on Record, to the Comfort of all true Mi- 
nifters and Members of the Cburch of . England. 
Though at the ſame Time, Are not theſe, and the 
like important Truths, contain'd in our Articles, 


Homilies Fang Liturgy, a \ glaring Detection, and laſt- 
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__ 


ing Reproach to ſuch, who look big under ſwelling 
Titles, and large Revenues of the eſtabliſn'd Church, 
and on that Actount eſteem her the beſt Conſtitu- 
tion: but inſtead of preaching and abiding by her eſ- 


ſential Doctrines, openly diſavow, oppoſe and con- 
tem n ne 
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| FP it not reaſonable to expect, that thoſe who pteach 


Juſtification by good Works, ſhould excel and a- 
bound therein? But is it not as. abſurd, as common, 
for ſuch-as talk moſt of Virtue, Morality and good 
Works to be moſt defective in the Practice of 
them? If you were true to theſe Principles, Ought 
ye not, as Miniſters, . to condeſcend to Men of low 
Eſtate? Ought you not, for the Sake of doing Good, 


to become the Servants of all ? Is it not reaſonable, as 
ye have Opportunity, ye ſhould do Good unto all 


Men? Inſtead of attending his Graces Levee, or 
paying, Homage to the, Great and Opulent, ſhould 
ye not ſometimes viſit the Cottages of the Poor 8 
In thoſe, and ſuch like Receptacles of Mifery and 
Diſtreſs, as the Work- houſes in your reſpective Pariſhes? 
Are there not many Souls who ſtand in Need of your 
Inſtructions, -Exhortations and Prayers? 1 
But who viſits heſe? Are not zheſe Part of your 
Cure ? Hath not the Lord in his Providence caft < 
zheſe Souls under your Care? Ought ye not to“ ſeek 
for Chriſt's Sheep that are diſperſed” even here? If 
any Member of the Church,” even bere, take any 
Hurt or Hindrance through your Neglect; know ye 


not the Greatneſs of the Fault, and the hortible Pu- 
niſhment that will enſue ?” Charge at Ordering of 


To Inſtruct the Ignorant, reclaim the Wicked, to 


comfort and conſolate the Sick and'Diſtrefſed : Are not 
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{ 26 } 
thefe Duties enforced by the Voice of Reaſon? Are 
they not agreeable to the moral Fitneſs of Things ? 
But where are the Men who find themſelves influenced 
by theſe Principles to the Performance of them? 

If it is objected, For doing theſe Things, there is 
no Salary allow'd, no Proviſion made to encourage 
Miniſters to undertake (what ye count) ſuch GREAT 
and LABOURIOUsS Duties?“ | 

May it not be àanſwer'd 6h Principles of Reaſon ? 
Virtus ſus Pretium eſs. But by the Goſpel, are we not 
aſſur'd, that good Works done in Faith, ſhall be re- 
compenced at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt ? But if neg- 
lected, are they not Sins of Omiſfion? ' -. 

O, Sirs, I conjure you in the Name of the great 
Shepherd, who laid down his Life for the Sheep, to 
conſider, whether in the great and awful Day of udg- 
ment, when our Lord ſhall declare, I was fick, and 
in Priſon, and ye viſited me not—inaſmuch as ye did 
it not, to. one of the LR AST of theſe, my Brethren, ye 
did it not to me, Mat. xxv. 43. Will it then excuſe 
ye to plead, © Lord, though we knew thy poor 
a were /ick and in Diſtreſs, no Man. RIRED 
us to viſit them; though they were famiſhing, thro? 
ſpiritual Ignorance, as no one offer'd us ought to feed 
them with Chriſtian Inſtructions, therefore we did it 
© os SR % pt es | | 
But is not all this required of you in the ſolemn 
and awful Charge given at the Ordering of Prieſts ? 
I pray God deeply impreſs it on all your Heart! 
See that ye never ceaſe your Labour, your Care 
and Diligence, until you have done all that lieth in 
you, according to your bounden Duty, to bring all 
ſuch as are, or ſhall be committed to your Charge, 
unto that Agreement in the Faith and Knowledge. of 
God, to that Ripeneſs and Perfectneſs of Age in 
Chriſt, that their be no Place left among ye, either 
for Error in Religion, or for Viciouſneſs in Life.“ 


But 
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But doth ſhe ſend ye forth in your own Strength; 


or require this from ye on meer Natural or Moral 
Principles? No; being truly ſenſible how inſufficient 
ye are of yourſelves; therefore ſhe farther reminds 


you, that ye cannot have a Mind and Will here- 
to of yourſelves; for that Will and Ability is given 


of God alone: therefore ye ought, and have need to 
pray earneſtly for his Holy Spirit“ What! to work 
Miracles! which the Unbelieving, Unenlightened 


World demand as the only Criterion to judge of In- 


ſpiration? No! Is it not to produce the aforeſaid, 


and ſuch like Fruits of Faith, and Labour of Love? 


Which being ſo ſadly neglected, is their not juſt 

Reaſon to infer, that unaſſiſted Nature has proved 

inſufficient to accompliſh, and yet is too proud to 

Seer it, and beg the Auxiliaries of divine 
FRED: Ds hot op OR; AGB 


Whereto then ſerves all your nice philoſophical O- 


rations in praiſe of Virtue, or meer heatheniſh De- 


 Clamations againſt Vice, if ſuch Principles neither 


preſerve from Evil, nor carry you forth and ſupport 
you under the Difficulties that may attend the Prac- 
tice of ſuch virtuous and laudable Defigns? How 
vain is it then to litigate and diſpute fo much about 
good Works, and yet be ſo careleſs and indifferent in 
the Performance of them? What will it advantage 
any, to contend for the Theory, while they are deffi- 


cient in the Praftice 2 ? 


*. 


4 
4 


X RE not thoſe who only make a Trade of the 
| Miniſtry, and through Covetouſneſs, a Merchr 
chandize of Souls, and endeavour to monopolize this 
Trade for the Sake of accumulating Riches, falſe 


| Apoſiles ? For can it be ſuppos'd, that the meek and 


lowly Jeſus, who deſpiſed * World, as to it Gran- 


d. gt 


1281 


deur, ſhould: eſtabliſh his Goſpel, as a Fund of 
Riches, Equipage and Splendor for his Minifters ? 
Are not ſuch as work only for Wages, Prieſts that 
teach for Hire, and Prophets that propheſy for Money, 
Mich, iii. 11. properly Hirelings ? Are they Miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt, who will not preach the Goſpel freely 
and faithfully, and truſt Him for their Reward ? St. 
Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſtles ſays, Me have not 
uſed this Power, leſt we ſhould make our Glorying void, 
_ make the Goſpel chargeable to you. 1 Cor. ix. 12,15, 
If it is objected, Hath not the Apoſtles elſe- 
ax taught, — they «which preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
live of the Goſpel ? Yes, Sirs; and doubtleſs they 
ought; but whether thoſe that do not preach the 
Goſpel, but meer Morality 3' or thoſe that will not 
preach at all, * ſhould live of the Goſpel? Should 
thoſe be fed of the Goſpel who do not feed their 
Flock with the Goſpel 2 Should thoſe reap our (carnal 
Things, who do not ſow to us' ſpiritual: Things? 
Should not thoſe that live of the Goſpel, live accord- 
ing to the Goſpel? Can it be ſuppos'd that the A- 
poſtle means, they ſhould ſo live of the Goſpel, as 
to paſs away a ſupine, indolent, or (what is worſe) 
unholy and ungodly Life of Gaiety and Pleaſure, 
and fare ſumptuouſly every 1 70 Or rather that they 
ſhould endure Hardſhips, as good Soldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt ® Spend, and han for the Good of Souls, 
preaching the Word in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, and keep 
under their Bodies, and live on the Bleſſings and Privi- 
_— of Chriſtianity, ng Peace and W ROO: © 


QU E R I VI. | 
Wehr not ſuch as profeſs themſelves Miniſters | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and Preachers of the*Gof- 
pel of Holineſs, to be burning and ſhining Lights, 
„ 


A Non- —_ Miniſter i is no Minifter, a. \ breafilefs: Nurſe, 
© Murtherer of Souls, a Bell without a Clapper, a Cryer without 
Voice, ſays Mr. eee on 4 Call. xvii. 
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poſtolick Injunction, Col, iii. 17. Whatſorver ye do in 


WF. 
eminent Patterns of Piety and Goodneſs to all Men? 
But tohat do ye more than others * Matt. v. 4 7. Are 
ye careful to give no Offence in any thing -by your 
Lives and Converſations, that your Miniſtry:be/miot 
blamed ? Do ye go before your Flock in the narrow 
Paths of Self-denial, Mortification and Heavenly=- 
mindedneſs ? Is your Converſation in Heaven! And by 
your exemplary Practice of every Duty of the Goſpel: 
can ye ſay to your Flock; Follow me as I alſo follow 


Chriſt ?- Do you ſeek to pleaſe God or Man ? Do ye 


ſhew yourſelves faithful Miniſters, by not fearing the 
Faces of Men; but by Boldneſs in the Cauſe of God 
and Religion, both in publickly reproving Sin from 
the Pulpit, as well as diſcountenancing the leaſt Ap- 
pearance of Evil in private Converſation? Doth the 
whole Tenor of your Behaviour ſhew, that like your 
bleſſed Maſter, you are not of this World ? Are ye cru- 
cified unto the World, and the World unto you ? Or ra- 
ther, are ye not alive to the Enjoyments, Profits 


and Pleaſures of the World, and dead to God ?. 
Hence how many of the Clergy conform themſelves 


to the World, and follow the ſinful Cuſtoms and 
Maxims of a looſe, licentious Age? How many of 
ye allow yourſelves in the unchriſtian Practice of 
Card-playing, and Gaming; live in Luxury and Ex- 
ceſs; frequenting Theatres with every other polite, 
publick Diverſion of a degenerate Age? Do you not 
hereby give a Toleration to, and find ah Excuſe for 
ſuch of the Laity, who give into the above Evils, and 


think there can be no Harm in them, while they have 


ye for Examplars and Companions ? But do ſuch 
Miniſters deny themſelves, take up their Croſs daily, 
and follow Chriſt ? May it not as juſtly be ſaid, that 
they are walking -- barefoot to Feruſalem O, Sirs, 

is this to be Examples to the Flock of Chriſt © Is it fo 
ye teach them to redeem the Time ? Is this to -abſtain 
from every Appearance of Evil, and to follow the A- 


Word 


1 ] 
Mord or Deed, 40 4 in the Name 2 the. Lord, 2 ia 
40 ry of Gods: :.5.5 5 
Pray whoſe Image and Superſeription * theſe bear ? 
T hough. the Treaſures of the Goſpel may be com- 
mitted: to eartben Veſſels, Men f Ls Paſſions . with 
ourſelves, . yet. can it be ſupposid, that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſends forth: fach for his Minifters and; Amhaſſadors, 
who are Carnal, Senſual and Eorthly-minded, and give 
themſelves up to the vain Pleaſures of Life, and commit 
like Vices with other Men, and are dittinguülbed 
from them by Name and Appearance only? 
O that ſuch may hear and tremble at the ſd 
Words of the Lord by the Prophet, Malachi ii. 6 to 
9. Aud now Ohe Prieſts this Commandment is for you; 
F you will not hear, and if you will not lay it to Heart, 
ta give Glory to my Name, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, -—- 
Iwill even ſend a Carſe upon you, and I will tarſe your 
Bleſſnugs + Yea, baue curſed already, becauſe ye do not 
lay it 10 Heart: Bebold I will corrupt. your Seed, and 
foread Dang upon your Faces, even ibe Dung of your 
ſolemn Feaſts. — For the Prieſts Lips ſbould keep Know- 
ledge 5 but ye are departed out of tbe May: Ye baue 
cauſed many to ſtumble at my Law, ye baue corrupted 
the Covenant of Levi, Now how can ſuch Complain 
any more, if they have not that Difference and Reſ- 
pe& ſhewn them which is due to the ſacred Function, 
when the Lord farther declares, Therefore have I allo 
made you contemptible and baſe before all the People ac. 
cording as ye have not kept my Hays, but been partial 
in my Law. If Miniſters in their Lives and Conver- 
ſations do not act conſiſtent with, but contrary to the 
plain and expreſs Rules of the Goſpel, do they not 
thereby diſhonour God, diſcredit Religion, diſcourage 
weak Chriſtians, harden Sinners, and-open the Mouths 
of looſe Libertines and prophane Wits to ſcoff at, and 
ridicule the Goſpel of Chrift on their Account?? 
If by your evil Examples, ye miſlead your Flock 
into the broad Paths of Sin and Deſtruction, will 


not 
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not their Blood be on your Heads I Or if any dai 
mitted to your Charge, periſti through fpiritualJgnos 


* rance, will not the Lord require 8 lood at your 
WM Hands? Yea, how can ye be free of their Blood, if 
h ye have ſhun ned to declare unto them tl whole 
i/t | Counſel of God? OE 1 T5. - 


O where then is your Zeal kor God's: Glory ? | 


— Where your Concern for the Redeemers Honour? 
6 Among whom of ye is found a tender Regard for 
4 the Salvation of precious, immortal Souls? Who are 
4 thoſe that continue Stedfaſtly in the Apſtles Dottrines 
al and Practices, teaching publickly, and viſiting from 
| ag: to Houſe? Warning every Man, and beſeech- 
W ing every Man to ſeek the Lord while he may be 
ts found, to throw down the Arms of Rebellion, and 
Al ſubmiſſively to adore the Lamb while the Wo 1 
2 Mercy is held out ? | 
1 O Sirs, who among ye has any Bowels of Pity ? 
. 4 Who? In God's Name and for Chrift's Sake let him 
* ſhew it, 2 the friendly Part to Mankind, in 
© exerting the whole Force of your Benevolence, by. the 
* Purity of your Doctrines Exhorting, and the Inno- 
2 | cency of yoo Lives Influencing, All to take the 
= Wings of Faith unfeigned, and Repentance unde- 
0 layed, and flee away from the Wrath to come.“ 
0 3 But alas, what true Chriſtian but finds Cauſe, for 
— Sorrow and Mourning on Account of that Indiffer- 
1 ence and Dilregard,” TWO” is ſhewn to the eſſential 
0 Doc- 
w * Vide Mr. Burkitt on Adds xiu. 2 11 la deſtroy Men's 
bh Souls he ſhall anſwer for them as a Murderer only, not às an Offi- 
| cer intruſted with the Care of them ; but if the Watchman doth 
lot not warn, if the Shepherd doth not feed, if the Prophets do not 
ge inſtruct, if the Steward doth not provide, he ſhall anſwer not on 
hg | for the Souls that have miſcatried, but for an Office negl 
5 for a Talent hidden, and for a Stewardſhip unfaithfully Fry 
* niſtered. Lord! How unable ſhall we be at the making up our 


Accounts, to endure the hideous Outcries of diſtreſſed Souls, ſay- 
ing parentes {of mus parricidas : Our Guides have miſled us, our 
Watchmen have betrayed us, our Stewards have defrauded Vs, 
and the following their evil Examples has undone us, | 
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Doerines of the Goſpel? What true Proteſtant but maſk 
be affected to does ſuch a falling away from the Ar- 
ticles of our Eſtabliſhment, and the Doctrines of the 
Reformation, by ſo many profeſſed Miniſters thereof ? 

For is it not hence ſo many fall into Deiſm, and 

oppoſe the Light of Nature to divine Revelation? 
That the trite Obſervation of Cicero or Epifetus,” or 
any heathen Moraliſt, are preferred to the Writings 
of an inſpired Apoſtle? Hence how many are profeſſed 
Diſciples of Arius and Socinus rather than Feſus Chriſt ? 

Hence is it not, that the Pride and Selt-ſufficiency 
of fallen Man, is oppoſed to the all ſufficient Merits 
and Atonement of the bleſſed Redeemer ? Hence tho? 
we decry the Name, yet how much of the Nature of 
Popery, is there among us? How many with them 
plead the Merit of their own Righteouſneſs, and truſt 
to the bare Performance of external Duties, for the 
Juſtification of their Perſons; inſtead of Faith 
in Chriſt? Mr. Burkitt well obſerves of Juſtification 
by Faith alone, that it is articulus ftantis vel cadentis 
Ecelgſiæ. Such is the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, and tis this alone, which is effectual to op- 
poſe all the unſcriptural Tenets, as it ſtrikes at the very 
Root of Popery; and as it were at one. Stroke lops of 
all the Branches of the Error and Deluſion of that 
antichriſtian Church. Therefore are not ſuch Factors 
for the Church of Rome, who preach Juſtification by 
Works, or Works and Faith conjoyned ? which is the 
Doctrine of the — and is Unſcriptural and Anti- 
chriſtian? 

Do not ſuch enervate the Church of England * Do 
they not depretiate the Redeemer's Merits, as tho? his 
| Blood-ſhedding was not (as afferted by our Church in 
the Communion Service) A full perfect and ſufficient 
Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction for the Sin of, the 
World?“ Are they not again building up thoſe Errors 
which our Reformation Deſtroyed, our Forefathers 
proteſted againſt, and the — 5 een of Mar- 


* 
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dity Will not ye lift up yu Voices like a n 
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tyrs cefited even unto Blood? Doth not the Pulpit 
and Preſs, almoſt daily furniſh us with Leſſons, whereby 


Men are taught to believe, they can procure the Sal- 
vation of their Souls by their own human Power, 
| Merit and Endeavour; but do not ſuch open a Door 
of Accels for Men to embrace all the human Inventi- 


ons and Fopperies of the Romiſh Church? May it 95 | 
juſtly be ſaid, ſuch are too many of thy Priefts, O. 
England? 5 

Now Sirs are not theſe Truths too notorious to be 


denied? Too affecting in their Nature and Conſe- 


8 ſo as to become the Grief and Concern of 
very faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, as well as 
9 true Chriſtian? O that ye would lay theſe 
Things to Heart Diſcern ye not the Fare of the Times? 
Hath not Error and Hereſy, Scepticiſm and Infidelity, 
ſet up their Standard, and how many Volunteers 
daily enter the Liſt ainſt the Lord of Hoſts? But 
who is on the Lord' Lide ? Who? will not ye blow 
the Trumpet in Zion? Will not ye Sound the Alarm 
of Danger near, while the Overflowings of Ungod- 
lineſs like a Torrent bears down many. by its Rapi- 


to 


* And are chere who chat vile deteſted Yoke 5 | - 
Would re-impoſe, in vain ungoſpel Rites ? 9 
Who Souls miſled would on Repentance Reſt | 
For Life? And Duties of defeftive Law? | 
Hirelings? That make for Gain the Saviour's Church. 
A worldly Kingdom? That meer Titles ſeek ? 

And hunt for carnal Profits, Sloth and Eaſe, 

In rich Pluralities ! Who famiſhed leave 

The pining Flock and eloath them with the Wool 5 
Lord of 8 Iſrael ! Theſe intruding Wolves 

Caft from thy. Fold! —— To dreſs thy Vineyard ſend 
Try'd, faithfull Labourers by bleſt Lacre moved 
Large Wages ſeeking in, not for, their Work 

Holy, 'Regenerate, Humble; Deep, beſt Learned 
From inward Teachings, in thy Spirit's School 
Striving alone who moſt with Zeal, with Love 
Shall burn for Jeſus'in their Toils for Men. 


The Rey, and Ingenious Mr. Brown's Sunny Thoughts, 
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the healthful Spirit of thy Grace. 
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f to e the People their oy and Dan anger, and invite 


them to the ſafe Retreat of the Redeemer”s Blood! 9 
O may the Lord affect your Hearts with his dying 


| Love, and fir you up by his Grace and Power ſo to do! 


Permit me to apply to you in the Words of that 
e Meditant, the Rev. Mr. Hervey - * 

e Miniſters, of the Sanctuary; Heralds e Bone 
rom above; lift up every one his Voice like a 
Trumpet, and loudly proclaim the REDEEMER, 
"Get ye up, ye Ambaſſadors of Peace, get ye up into 


the high Mountains ; and ſpread far and wide the 


Honours of the Lamb that was Hain, and is alive for 
evermore. Teach every ſacred Roof to reſound with 
his Fame, and every human Heart to glow with his 
Love, declare as far as the Force of Words will go; 


declare the inconceivable Richneſs of that attoning 


Blood, whoſe Merits are commenſurate with the Glo- 


. ries of the Divinity. Tell the ſinful Wretch what Pity 


Vearns in ImmanuePs Bowels; and what the compal- 

ſionate High Prieſt, has done for his Soul, invite the 
_ Indigent to become Rich; ; intreat the Guilty to ac- 
cept of Pardon, becauſe in the crucified Feſus is ful- 


| neſs of Grace, and allſufficiency to ſave.” 


Hear O thou Shepherd of Iſrael, — Thou that 1 tteth 
upon the Cherubims, Stir up thy Strength and tome 
and help us. Lock down from Heaven, behold and 
wifi our Church. Thou who alone workeſt great 
Marvels, ſend down upon our Biſhops and Curates 
Enable them 
earneſtly to feed thy F lock. Make all Biſhop 8 
and Paſtors diligently to preach thy holy Word, _ 
Grant that thy Church may be always preſerved from 
falſe Apoſtles, and may be ordered and guided by 
faithful and true Paſtors.” Whoſe chief Aim is to 
advance thy Glory, to proclaim the Redeemer's 
Honour, and to promote the Salvation of Precious 
and immortal 9 Amen and nen. 
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BRETHREN, 


T being a Matter of great N to us al to 
know how we ſhall be able to anfwer at the Great 


| [ws of the Laſt Day, for the Neglect or Im 


provement of Goſpel - Opportunities, permit me to- 
intreat you ſeriouſly to conſider the peculiar Bleflings 
of Goſpel-Light we of this Nation enjoy; and the' 


Chriſtian Privileges which the Lord vouchſafes to us 
of the Church of England, beyond thoſe of many other 


Countries and Places around us. Think, © think, 

how inexcuſeable we muſt be, how Glfeghdemnd: 
we ſhall be call'd forth; what Shame and Confuſion 
of Face will cover us in that dreadful Day; if a- 
midft all other Knowledge and Acquirements we are 
not now made Wiſe unto Salvation, but remain Igno- 
rant of the one Thing needful ; and though outwardly 
joined to the viſible Church of Chriſt Militant on Earth; 
yet have no Fellowſhip and Communion with Feſus 


 Corift, the Head of the Church triumphant | in Heaven? 


Yet ſo it is with too many among us. Permit me 
to ſpeak freely, Count me not your Enemy becauſe I 
rell you the T1 ruth. My hearty Defire and Prayer to 
God is, that you may come to the Knowledge of the Truth 
and be ſaved, Yet I am jealous over you, with, a 
godly Fealouſy; leaſt the Enemy of Souls ſhould deceive 
you, and cauſe you to reſt in a bare Name and out- 
ward Profeſſion, and content yourſelves with the meer 
Form, while ye remain utter Strangers to the Life of 


. and deny the Power of the Goſpel. 


As it Plain from Scripture, that : Happineſs or 
| E Mutery 
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Miſery, Heaven or Hell; $, will, be the certain Lot of 
every one of us hereafter ; fo alſo is it equally Plain 
that every Perſon is nat, either in a State of Na- 
ture, or a Stat of Grace ; a Child of Wrath, or an 
Heir of Glory; either an Unveligver, and is there⸗ 
fore under Wrath and Condemnation. John fii. 36, 
Or a Believer and is paſſed from Death to Life. 
John v. 24. As each One of us my Brethren is now, 
even now, walking in the broad Path of Sin and Un- 
beleif, which leads to Deſtruction, or are entered thro! 
the ſtrait Gate of Repentance and Faith, and are 
walking in the narrow Path of Holineſs, to Life 
everlaſting. Therefore, 

Let me entreat you to obey the - TIM of the Lord 

by his Prophet  Hagai i. v. Conſider your Ways. 

Let me exhort you to take the Adyice of St, Paul, 

2 Cor. xiiv 5. Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the 
Fai b; prove your Own ſelves, know ye not your Own/elves, 
how that Jeſus Cbriſt is in you, except ye be Reprobates ? 
Self-examining will prevent Self-deceiving, of 
which we are inſo great Danger in this our Day. When 
falſe Chriſtianity doth ſo much prevail, its Advocates 
are ſo numerous and powerful, and the true Goſpel is 
ſo little known and experienced among the Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity. 
For how many in the Room of the Eſſentials and 
Subſtantials of the Goſpel, Evangelical Repentance, a 
Divine Faith, the New Birth from Above, with the 
lanctifying Graces of the Holy Spirit, content them: 
ſelves with the meer Name and Profeſſion, without 
experiencing any Thing of the Nature and Power of 
true Chriſtianity ? 

So that if Men keep up to ſomewhat of an external 
Decorum of Morality in their Lives, and adorn them: 
ſelves with the outward Performance of Duties, ſuch 
as hearing Sermons, Prayers, receivi Hi Holy 
Sacrament, Sc. This is "made the Rule, this the 
Sts. as which they judge of then r Rn | 


6 and 
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| i Þ 3 
f and henee daycontentlly fit down, and pride them. 


n ſelves with having done their Duty. ! 
be. But alas, what is there in all this (being alone) of 
n true Chriſtianity ? May nat any Perſon do thus much, 
>= while his Haar and Aſſactions remain earthly, his 
3 Nature ſenſual, and his Tempers and Paſſions Deviliſh? | 
e. Are not theſe deſcribed by the wiſe Man, Proverbs 
v, XXX. 12.. As a Generation that are pure in their own 
1— Eyes, but are not waſped from their Filthineſs ? Such 
% are our modern Formaliſts. See their Pictures drawn 
re by our Lord; and the Woes denounced on their 
fe Predeceſſors. Matt, xxiii 27, 28. Ze are like unto 
| whited Sepulcbres, which indeed appear beautiful out- 
rd ward, but are within, full of dead Men's Bones, and of 
all uncleanneſs. Even ſe ye alſo outwardly appear 
11, Righteous untq Men, but are within full of Hypocriſy 
be and Iniquity. And again Luke xvi. 15. Ze are they 
1 which juſtify yourſelves befare Men, but God knoweth. 
5 2 | your Hearts, for that which is bighly eſteemed 
of Men is an Abomination in the Sight of Cod. Put if ſuch 
en would attentively read their Bibles, they would find 
tes the juſt Deſcription of all Men, as they ſtand in their 
19 own Nature; to be Evil and Corrupt. The Prophet 
Ors Jeremiah pronounces the Heart deceinf . all 
| | Things, and deſperately Wicked. And a greater than a 
nd Prophet who knew what was in Man, plainly telling 
1 them, Out of the Heart proceeds #vil Thaughts, Mur- 
the ders, &c. Matt. xv. 19. Did theſe Self-juſticiaries 
ms but reflect that God ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, for Man 
out looketh at outward Appearances, but God looketh- at the 
of Heart. "They would * be 2 and . 


7 But certai ahn Religion is quite another Thing, and they vie 
are acquainted with it, will entertain far different Thoughts, 
Diſdain all thoſe Shadows of falſe Imitations of it; they know 
by Experience that true Religion is an Union of the Soul with 
God, 2 real Participation of the divine Nature, the very Imnge 
of God drawn upon the Soul, or in the Apoſtles Phraſe, it is 
Chrift formed within us. See that juſt! Ee? nn ow | 
be, entitles The Life of Gr i in the Su) of Me J 


LI 

before the Holy God; arid cry out, Create in me 4 
clean Heart, and renew a rigbi Spirit within m. 
As the Seriptures declare, and our own- Experience 

teſtify, that Sin is an inward Evil; therefore it is 
plain, that nothing leſs than an internal Principle of 
Divine Grace, is effectual to deſtroy its contaminating” 
Power, and deliver us from its dreadful Puniſhment.” 
Imagine, how much conducive, to the Health and 
Soundneſs of a ſickly diſtempered Body it is, to cloath 
it in Purple and fine Linnen; juſt fo much, and no 
more, is external Religion (being alone) adapted to the 
Wounds and Diſeaſes Sin has made in the Soul of 
Man. What then will it Profit any, when the Mid- 
night Cry of, Behold the Bridegroom cometh, to ſay 
Lord, Lord, open to us, from a Dependance only on the 
outward Privileges of Chriſtianity, ,and Form of God- 
lineſs, without having inwardly poſſeſſed the Power 
thereof to Salvation? Will not ſuch meet with the 

awful Doom, depart from me, I never knew you? 

O my Brethren how ſhall we eſcape this dreadful 
Sentence, if we willingly ſhut our Eyes againſt Light, 
ſtop our Ears againit the loud Calls of Grace and 
Mercy, and harden our Hearts, ſo as to withſtand 
and oppoſe the very Truths we profeſs to believe, as 
Doctrines of our own Church, Founded on the Pro- 
pbets and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the Chief 
corner Stone ? Epheſ. ii. 20. 80 a oretorl9 
We take it for granted, that the Church of Eng- 
land, according to her Doctrines contained in the 
Articles, Homilies and Liturgy, is a pure and apoſtolical 
Church. Yet what Pity is it, that ſo few of her 
profeſſed Members, through the Courſe of twenty, 
thirty, or perhaps fifty Years, have not ſpent one 
ſerious Hour, to enquire into, and examine, whether 
on ſolid ſcriptural 'Grounds, they can in Conſcience 
acquieſce with the Doctrines, and abide by the Tenets 

of the Church of England. How many have taken v 
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their Religion (Profeflion I would rather fay) upor 
truſt, and blindly and implicitly aſſent. to, the e 
Co lence 


. 
3 


0 the Knowledge of Ourſelves, can only beget in us 
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Hence, what Numbers are 2mongſt us, my Bre- 
thren; who know not the Voice of our Church, will 


not receive her Doctrines when propoſed, but cry out, 
You bring ſtrange Things to cur Ears! For Inſtance 
(not to mention any but Doctrines eſſential to Salva- 
tion,) permit to lay before ye, the Nature and Neceſ- 
ſity of Repentance, Faith, * Holineſs or Obedience. 
"Theſe are expresſly aſſerted in Scripture, to be indiſ- 
penfibly Neceflary to be experienced by. us HERE, 


eier we can be Partakers of eternal Glory. hereafter. 


For Jefus Chriſt who is now exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour to give Repentance. Acts v. 1g. In 


the Days of his Fleſh declared, Except ye. repent pe 


ſhall periſh. Luke 12. 5: Repent and believe. Mark i. 13. 
Ile that believes ſha!l'be ſaved — He that believes not 


ſhall be damned, c. xvi. 16. Faith (to uſe the Words 


of that eminent Divine in the afore quoted Treatiſe) 
hath the ſame Place in the divine Life, which Senſe 


hath in the Natural, being indeed nothing elſe but a 
Kind of Senſe or Feeling Perſuaſion of ſpiritual 
Things.“ Faith is an Eſſential requiſite: to true 
Chhriſtianity, being the only Foundation of and Root 


from which all true Evangelical Holineſs and Obedi- 
ence muſt ſpring. And the Holy Ghoſt by St. Paul 


has aſſured us, that without Holineſs 10 Ajay at 


ſee the Lord. Heb. xii. 14. 
Indeed inward Holineſs of Heart, as hail as ol 


ward Obedience of Life, is conſtantly inculcated by 
the Goſpel, and is the Effe of true Cbriſtianity, 
taking Place in that Soul, where Repentance from 
dead Works, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, are 
laid as the Foundation: So that we may fairly con- 


clude, without Repentance we cannot attain the Faith 


of the Goſpel, if we are deſtitute of the Principle of 
Faith, no Holineſs can be produced by us, and then 


our Hopes of Heaven is but a vain Fancy and dan 
gerous Deluſion. 


Now as Ignorance is the Parent of Impenitency, 


true 
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true Repentance, let us attend tos tlie judgment of 
our Church: And O that every Member, knew and 
Felt, what we profeſs our Aſſent to! Article g Aſſerts 


that the Nature of every Man is depraved, That he is 
far gone from original Righteouſneſs inclined. to Evil, 
that every Perſon born into the World, deſerves God's 
Trath and Damnation. Article 10. 'Shews our ina- 
bility to help Ourſelves, as alſo our incapacity to do 
any ſpiritual Good, (as St. Paul obſerves,) Rom. v. 6. 
When we were yet without Strength, Chrift died for the 
Ungodly.) That Man's Condition is ſuch, that he 
cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own natural 
Strength and good Works to Faith, and calling on 
God: - We have no Power to do good Works.“ 
Hence as a corrupt Fountain ſends forth polluted 
Streams, as an evil Tree cannotbring forth good Fruit, 
ſo the very Eſſence of our Nature, being impure and 
unclean, it cannot be otherwiſe z but from inward 
Corruption and Depravity, muſt have iſſued forth, in 
all of us, outward ſinful Words and Actions; in ſoo 
more, in others leſs ; and as by inbred Corruption 
and outward Practice, we are Sinners: How juſtly 
does the Apoſtle declare, Gal. ui. 22. The Scripture 

hath concluded all under Sin; the whole World is Guilty 
before God. Rom. iii. 19. We are all unprofitable 
Servants. The beſt of us are Sinners; therefore mult 
Repent or Periſh. The Axe of Repentance, muſt 
be laid to the Heart, that we may not only confefs 
dur outward Sins, but alſo Bewail our Wretcbedneſs. 


O lament and be humbled, before the Great and Holy 


God, for that original Corruption of our Nature, and 
inbred Pollution of our Hearts the Sourceof outward 
Diſobedience to, and Violation of the Laws of God, 
a true Senſe of this, attended with Prayer to God ſor 
Deliverance, Joyned | to bringing forth, Fruits nitet 
for Reptntante, (if there be Opportuni ty) God in. 


his Time will anÞver; and ſuch ſhall. be, that 
N are i e e 5 ca they "NN 08 : 


- Matt, : 


* - of 


Eg V. 


and ſevere to tell Men they are under the Sentence of 


E 


4. Or as our Miniſters declare, God | 
pardoneth and abſolveth all ſuch as truly repent.” 
And now, my dear Brethren, did each one thus 
know himſelf to be in that State and Condition here 
deſcribed ; was deeply ſenſible of the Sinfulneſs and 
Miſery of his Nature; how could he refrain, from a 
Heart o'erwhelmed with godly-Sorrow, and peniten- 
tial Shame, crying out, What ſhall I do to be ſaved? 
Who will deliver me from this Body of Sin and Death? 
This Wrath and Damnation to which I am expoſed? 
O how ſhall I eſcape ? God be merciful ts me a Sinner? 
Lord ſave or I periſh! Such is the Language of true 
Repentance, ſuch the deep Concern of every Soul, 
convinced by the Spirit of God, of Sin. John xvi. 8. 
My Friend, let me conjure thee, by the Mercy 
of God, examine yourſelf, enquire between God and 
thy Soul. Have you thus experienced true Repen- 
tance? The Repentance implied in the Doctrines of 
our Church, and which is previous to obtaining Goſ- 


pel- Deliverance? Have you known and felt the Miſery 


of your natural Eſtate as /oft, wretched, and undone? 
Or inflead of experiencing, do you not rather reject 
and oppoſe, even the Doctrine of Repentance? Are you 
not angry and d.ſpleaſed with the Miniſter or Aſſerter 
that owns and avows it? Do you not brand it with 
driving Men to deſpair ? That © it 1s uncharitable, harſh 
God's H//rath and Damnation? Why, O why, then do 
ye mock the Almighty God, when in the Words of 
cur Church ye pray to be delivered “ From his 
Wrath and everlaſting Damnation,” while ye are in- 
ſenſible of any Danger thereof? Why is it that ſo 
many periſh by Preſumption; but. becauſe they were 
never concerned for, nor wounded under a Senſe of 
Sin? Therefore think themſelves whole, and have no 
necd of a Phyſician ;, but flight and refuſe the only ſalu- 
tary Offers and Invitations, which Jeſus Chriſt the 


kind and friendly Phyſician of Souls freely offers in the 


Co. Goſpel, "TN 


TS 
Goſpel, to wounded, loſt Sinners? Hear him even 
now complain in his Word, John v. 40. Ye will not 
come to me that ye may have Life, O why will ye turn 
away from him that ſpeaks? Why will ye diſſent from 
and oppoſe not only the Church ye are profefled 
Members of ; but alſo the Oracles of God, where we 
find, Acts ii. no leſs than three thouſand pricked to 
the Heart, under one Sermon thus preaching Repent- 
ance? Were all theſe drove to deſpair? Was no Reme- 
dy offered? No Hope applied? Where will ye find in 
the whole Goſpel, one Inſtance of a trembling peni- 
tent Soul, left to periſh without hope of Mercy, nay 
without obtaining it? Was not Believe on the Lord 
Jeſus and be ſaved, applied to them, and did they not 
receive Comfort, by believing with that Faith which is 
of the Operation of God? Col. ii. 12. 

Though proud Nature cannot ſee her Deformity, 
nor will acknowledge her deſert to be Hell, though 
the proud Philoſopher, and the Self- righteous Mora- 
lift, may Diſreliſh the Doctrine of Repentance, yet 
the convicted Sinner feels the Truth of it in his 
Heart, and is Content, yea rejoices that the Creature 

may be debaſed, and laid low, that Chriſt may be 
exalted. ——- To ſuch, even the Mourners in Zien, ye 
Self- condemned, and therefore periitent Souls, ye af- 
flicted and troubled whom none hath comforted, to 
you is the Prophet J/aiah commiſſioned, xl. 1, 2. 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my People ſaith the Lord, ſpeak ye 
comfortably to Feruſalem, cry unto her, her Warfare is 
accompliſhed, that ber Iniquity is pardoned, &c. Re- 
joice to hear, the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
Eternity, declares, I dwell with him alſo that is of a 
contrite and humble Spirit, and that trembleth at my 
Word, lxvi. 2. To revive the Spirit of the Humble, 
and the Hearts of the contrite Ones. Is not this ſuffici- 
ent that God condeſcends to ſpeak from Heaven thus 
to you? What more! (O ſtupendous Height of Myſ- 
tery! O amazing Depth of Love!) Behold! God 4 
| | 1 ; love 
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joved the World as to give his only begotten Son, that 


whoſoever believeth in bim, ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. John iii. 16. Whoſoever! Then 
THOU who ſeeſt thine own Rightepuſneſs as filthy Rags, 
Taiah Ixiv. 6. and haſt nothing of thy own to plead ; 
my undeſerving Fellow Sinner, come thou even now 
to the Lord our Righteouſneſs ;, Jer. Xxiii. 6. To 
Jeſus, for he ſhall ſame bis People from their Sins. 
Hear the Friend of Sinners and Lover of Souls in- 
vites thee, Come unto me all ye that travel and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you Reſt. Matt. xi 28. And for 
thy Encouragement aſſures thee, him that cometh to me 
I will in no wiſe caſt out. John vi. 37%. His Commil- 


ſion is to heal the broken-hearted, Luke iv. 18. 


Art thou conſcious that thou art under the Curſe 


of the Law; as it is written, curſed is every one that 


continueth not in all things that are written in the Book 
of the Law to do them. Gal. iii. 10, Yet remember, 
Chriſt hath redeem'd us from the Curſe of the Law, be- 
ingmade a Curſe for us. Therefore (to addreſs thee in 
the Words of a late Prelate of our Church) * Look 
upon thy Sins as horrid and as heinous as thou canſt; 
yet unleſs thine in particular have been more than the 
Sins of all the World, unleſs thine have been more 
ſinful than Sin itſelf can be, know for thy Comfort, 
that a full Atonement is made; and now nothing is ex- 
y oft from thee, but only to accept it, and walk wor- 
thy of it.“ 


"Thenfars look ye, and expect to be made Parta- 


kers of the Bleſſing, Happineſs and Privilege of 


being juſtified by Faith onLY 3 which our Church 
holds forth to us, Art. 11. We are accounted 


Righteous (juſtified, or our Sins are forgiven us) 


ONLy. for the Merit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 

Chriſt ; by Faith, and not for our own. Works and 

Deſervings:. wherefore that we are juſtified by Faith 

ONLY, is a moſt wholeſome Doctrine, and very full of 

G 2 Com- 
ener poli on Redemption by Chriſt, 
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Comfort.” So it is, to all thoſe who are made ſen- 
ſible of their Deſert as Sinners, and in whom true 
Repentance is wrought ; for, cohen juſtified by Faith, 
wwe have Peace with God, thro* our Lord Jeſus C brift 
Rom. v. 1. Even that Peace which paſieth all Un- 
derſtanding, which our Miniſters pronounce (ſo often 
unregarded) from the Pulpit z We experience a rela- 
tive Change thro? Juſtification, from being Children 
of Wrath and Heirs of Hell, We are adopted Sons of 
God, and Heirs of Glory. ** Having receiv*d the ? 
juſtifying Grace of Chriſt, and the Infpiration of the 
Holy Spirit,” a real Changeis alſo wrought in us; from 
Sinners, we become Saints; from being dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, we are quicker? d to Newneſs of Life: 
We as Trees made good, bring forth good Fruit: 
for (Art. 12.) © Good Works are the Fruits of Faith, 
and follow after Juſtification.” Thus that Salvation which 
was begun, carried on, and finiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt on 
the Crots for Mankind, is opened to us by Repentance, 
and by Faith applied to, and experienced in our Souls 
HERE, as an Earneſt of ourInheritance with the Saints 
in Glory hereafter ; and this by the divine Operation 
and Infiuence of the Holy Spirit, „ working in due 
Seaſon—— W FEEL the Working of the Spirit of 
Chrift, We thro? Grace obey the Calling, are juſtified 
freely, made the Sons of God by Adoption, —made 
like the Image of Chriſt, and attain everlaſting Feli- 
city,” ſays our Scriptural and Apoſtolick Church, 
Art. 17.>— Here we plainly fee the Judgment of our 
Church, on what Account we are to be juſtified, or ac- 
cepted before God; how we muſt be ſanctified, or 
mage holy 3 and from what Principle good I orks and 


Obedi. 


* This Article points us to the Homily on Fufification. © As the 
Homilies contain the Fundamental Doctrines of our eſtabliſh'd 
Church, is it not a great Pity that they are ſo little regarded by 
the C l:rgy, and ſo little known by the Laity I with every Mem- 
ber of our Church would dibgently rcad our Articles and Homi- 
lies, as it would be a great Means to preſerve them from being 
carried about with every as 7 Dodrine. 
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Obedience mult neceſſarily ſpring for all true Be- 
lievers are God's Workmanſhip created in Chriſt Feſus to 


good Works, Epheſ. ii. 10. Yea, they are a reedeem'd, 


peculiar people, zealous of good Works. Tit. ii. 14. 

Thus, my Brethren, the Doctrines of our Church, 
being truly ſcriptural, let us by them examine our- 
ſelves, that we may take Heed, leſt we be deceived 
by that moſt dangerous Spirit of Eutbuſiaſm, which 
in theſe days ſo much prevail ; whereby ſo many only 


fancy themſelves true Chriſtians and Members of our 


Church, and pretend to the Spirit of Chriſt, when God 
knows, they are deſtitute of the Spirit, Life and 
Power of Chriſt and his Goſpel in their Hearts, as 
well as a Conformity thereto in their Lives : the ver 
worſt and-mot dreadful Species of Entbuſiaſm ſurely 
This! Ye that profeſs yourſelves Members of the 
Church of England, My Brethren, have ye received 
of God the Gitt of Faith? Reader, art thou account- 
ed Righteous before God for the Merit of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt? Doſt thou know and believe, that not 
Works done by you, but Chriſt in you mult be your 
only Hope of Glory? Col. i. 27. Have you felt 
the Working of the Spirit? Are you made the Son 
of God by Adoption?“ Are you deſirous to be made 
* like the mage of Chriſt, by the Power and A ſſiſt- 
ance of the Spirit of Chriſt? This is the Deſign of 
the Goſpel; theſe the Privileges of Chriſtians; theſe 
great and invaluable Bleſſings are the free Gifts of 
God, who has declar'd by the Prophet Ezek. xxxvi; 
37. I will yet be enquir'd of by the Houſe of Urael to do 
theſe Things for them. * Therefore ſays our Lord, 
| „ 9 n Luke 
* It is true, Religion in the Souls of Men is the immediate 
Work of God, and all our natural Endeavours can neither pro- 
duc it alone, nor merit thoſe ſupernatural Aids by which it muſt 


be wrought : the Holy Ghoſt muſt come upon us, and the Power 


of the Higheſt over-ſhadow us, before that holy Thing can be 
begotten, and Chriſ be farmed in us: but yet we muſt not expect 
that this whole Work ſhould be done without any concurring En- 
deavours of ours: No; let us ariſe and be doing, and the Lord 


will be with us. Liſe & Gd in the Soul of Man. 
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Luke xi. 9, 10, 13. 44. and Je ſhall receive; 8 
and ye ſball find ,, knock, and it ſhall be opened unto 


von Tour heavenly Father will give his Holy Spirit to 
them that aſt. How neceſſary and expedient then, 


that we conſtantly. uſe (what in our Liturgy we give 
God Thanks for) the Means of Grace ? Prayer, 
hearing the true Goſpel preach'd, receiving the bleſſed 
Sacrament, Cc. But alas! how melancholy is it 
to remark, that ſo many Perſons live Year after Year 
ina conſtant Diſregard and Neglect of thoſe Means of 


Grace, which are N us as Inſtruments in the 


Hand of the Spirit to beget in us theſe great Bleſ- 
ſings; and yet ſuch as theſe, it may be, aſſume to 
themſelves the Title of Chriſtians, and veil themſelves 


under the Name of Members of the Church of England, 


which Appellation no more belongs to any of theſe, 
than that of Ax c HAN CEL while they continueDiſſenters 
from the Articles, and Ab/enters from the Worſhip 
of the faid Church. Lord, give ſuch in Time to 
think, how unfit they are to be admitted, to the 
Fruition of God and the Lamb to all Eternity, who 
now ſo ſeldom come before Thee, and have not the 


leaſt Thought, that in this their Day they are 


to experience any of the Bleflings of the Goſ- 


in their Souls, in order to their being admitted 
into the Kingdom of Glory hereafter. On the o- 
ther Hand, my Brethren, for ſuch as are diligent 
in the Uſe of the Ordinances, let them be careful 
not to reſt in, nor truſt to the Uje of the Means, 
as though there was any intrinfick Worth or Me- 
rit in outward Duties and religious Performances 
to appeaſe the Wrath of God, and render Him 
reconciled to us meerly on that Account. Indeed there 
is too much of this Popery among us, without going 
to Rome to diſcover it: but let us conſider, that 
Phyſic is not Health, but only a Means to preſerve 
or reſtore it: ſo let us uſe the Means in order to find 

(but not place any Merit in feekin g) the inwa 
; Effcary 
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| Efficacy and Power of divine Grace, which Chriſt has 


purchaſed, and God is wont to give in theſe ſtated 
Channels of his Ordinances. 
From what has been obſerved, may we not con- 
clude, firſt, That the Doctrines of our Church, 
eſſentially neceſſary to be known and experienced to 
Salvation, are truly Scriptural ? that to be a Member 
of the Church of England, is no leſs than to be a 
Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor 
of the Kingdom of Heaven; That is, having the 
Kingdom of God uc ſet up in our Hearts, which 
conſiſts of Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the Holy 


Ghoſt ? Rom. xiv. 17. That therefore, ſecondly, there 


is no Need that we ſhould attend to, or follow the 
Cry of Lo, here is Chriſt, or lo, there, from any Sect 


or Party, who hold not the Fundamental Doctrines of 
| our Church. And, thirdly, may we not hence judge 


of the Miniſtry and diſcern the Spirits, what Church 
they are of, and to whom they belong, and ſo be able 
to follow the neceſſary Caution our Lord gives us, 
to beware of falſe Prophets, Matt. vii. 15. who cauſe 


Schiſm and Diviſion, who teach not the Trath as it 


| 7571 Jeſus; who, inſtead of Owning and Preaching, 
deny and diſſent from the avow'd Dottrines and Tenets 


of that Church they profeſs themſelves Miniſters of:? 
It needs no Apology plainly to aflert, that ſuch as 
do not preach agreeable with, but oppoſite to the 
Doctrines of the Church of England, are not Miniſters 
of the Church of England. For after ſo plain and 
Scriptural a Declaration in our Articles and Homi- 
lies, of the State and Condition of every Man by Na- 
ture, being depraved, miſerable and helpleſs; if any 
Miniſter cries up and applauds the Human Nature, 
aſſerts its Freedom of Will to Good, denies its Cor- 
ruption, Depravity and Tendency to Evil; * whoſe 
Diſcourſes aim only at moralizing the outward Be- 
haviour, without any Deſign to touch and amend the 
Heart; Let us take Knowledge of ſuch, nor ſuffer 
I ſhall ever ſuſpect thoſe to be moſt under the Power of that 


orruption, that labour moſt by Arguments to diveſt it of its 
ower, Biſpop Beveriage's private Thoughts, 


1 1 | 
their Cloathing todeceive us; for there is no Reaſon to 
doubt, but thoſe Preachers who deny, or do not 
declare the original Depravity and Sinfulneſs of Man- 
kind, will alſo deny the bleſſed Effects, Benefits and 
Privileges, purchaſed by Chrift's Death and Paſſion 
the Influences and Operation of the Holy Spirit, 
with every other Blefling and Comfort of the Goſpel. 

Though the Flatterers of Nature may leſſen the 
Wound, yet Minifters of Grace will explore and lay it 
open, that the Phyſician may be ſought to and exalted. 
For thoſe that are inſenfible of their Fall by Nature, 
and have but ſlight ſuperficial Thoughts of Redemption 
by the Blood of Chriſt, or the Neceſſity of being Renew'd 
and Sanctified by the Holy Spirit; ſuch will not give 
themſelves much trouble in ſeeking after the above Pri- 
vileges. Who but a ſenſibleSinner will ſeek for a Saviour? 
Who, but he that is convinc'd of his own Helpleſſneſs 
and Inſufficiency, will implore Divine Aſſiſtance? Aids 
are implored when wanted, and Mercy to Diirels, 
how ſweet is it! Hence he that came to ſave thoſe that 
are loſt, and not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to 
Repentance; ſays, they that are whole, need not 4 
Phyfician, but they that are fick, Matt. ix. 12. 
Why is it fo many of our modern Preachers never 
mention the Fall of Man, Original Sin, the Corruption 
of the Heart, but becauſe inſenſible of, they never 
feel it? Which is one great Cauſe of thoſe Errors 
and Miſtakes of the Nature, End and Deſign of 
Chriſtianity. For the great Deſign of the Goſpel, 
and all the Promiſes thereof, was to ſucceed the 
Threatnings, Woes and Condemnation of the Law, 
that where one had taken Place in the Heart to wound 
the Sinner, the other might ſuccced to Heal. 

But, my Brethren, can any Miniſter, who knows 
not his Danger of Condemnation by the one, nor the 
Neceſſity of being ſaved by the other, offer Jeſus 
| Chriſt as the only Saviour of Sinners to a loſt World? 
Will he preach Chriſt, in a Goſpel Senſe, ſo as to 
invite and direct fin- condemned, penitent Souls to 
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the Lamb of God which taketh away thi: Sin of the 
World; who knows not the Evil and Miſery of Sin 


in his own Soul? It cannot be. So alſo to ſpeak of 
Faith; the Faith of the Goſpel, the Faith of our 
Church; ſuch a Faith in Jeſus Chriſt which brings 


Juftification and Peace to the Sinner, Rom. v. 1. and 


is the only Parent and Principle of good Works, and 


true Holineſs; How ignorant of the Nature as well 
as the Effets are all ſuch as theſe? Do not we ſee ſuck 
Miniſters ' content themſelves, and therefore cauſe 


their Hearers to reſt in a bare notional, hiſtorical 
Faith; a dry, barren, unprofitable Aſſent to Chriſti- 


anity, which makes ſo many live and die meer nomi- 
nal Chriſtians, whoſe Faith is leſs operative than that 

of the Devils, who, we read; believe and tremble © 

James ii. 19. Not but it may be granted, that ſome 
of thoſe falſe Teachers may go ſo far as to allow, that 
without Faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God : but What 
Faith ? Such as he ſuppoſes none are without that are 
called Chriſtians ! They take it up by Profeſſion, as 
being born within the Pale of the Chriſtian Church, 
er in their Infancy are baptized into it; Tradition 


| has handed it down to them, or Books have taught it 


them, or by ſome external Means, — he knows' not 
bow : Therefore ſuch is his Charity (if it deſerves the 
the Name, that is blinded by Ignorance, and fraught 
with Preſumption) as inclines him not to queſtion the 
Reality or Orthodoxneſs of his Congregations Faith. 
He vainly and unſcripturally looks on all his Auditors, 
as Children of God by Faith in Feſus Chriſt; as the 
Oracles of Truth declare, He that believes not, ſhall 
be damned; yea, is condemned already, and the Wrath 
of God abideth on him. He would not be thought fo 
uncharitable as to ſuppoſe any under the dreadful 
Sentence of Condemnatiap 3 but imagines every one 
has, in a manner, eſcaped that, as every one has it 
in his Power to believe; that is, aſſent to the Cre. 
dibility of the Goſpel, and conſequently is in no Dan- 
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ger of periſhing thro? Unbelief. Hence, inſtead of cons 
tending for, and{preaching the Faith once delivered tothe 
Saints, we find ſuch Preachers more reſemble Seneca 
or Socrates, or ſome of the Pagan Sages, in their. 
Harangues on Virtue, Morality, and the ſocial re- 
lative Duties of Life, than one taught in the School 
of Chriſt, to infiſt on the Obedience of Faith, Rom. xvi. 
26. the Faith of God's Ele&, even ſuch a Faith, 
Which (as St. Paul declares, Let who will de- 

ceive himſelf and others) All Men have not. 2 Theſſ. 


111. 2. But every true Chriſtian Believer is united to 


Chriſt by Faith, is one with Chriſt, and Chriſt 


with him.“ (Church Communion.) St. Paul obſerves, 


Te, (all true Believers) are the Children of God by 


Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. iii. 26. And becauſe 
Children, God. bath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into their Hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 1 1 
But, my Brethren, do any but the true and ex- 
perienced Miniſters of the Goſpel, whoſe Call and. 
Miſſion is from Above, and who are guided into all 
Truth by the Spirit, John xvi. 13. own and preach 
thus? O may the Almighty God proſper the Lay 
bours, and increaſe the Number of thoſe that do! 
But can we obſerve, and not be deeply affected 
with the Behaviour, ſo as to pity and pray for thoſe 
Miniſters, who, in this our Day, beſeech God for the 


Inſpiration and Guiding of the Holy Spirit; That 


the Holy Spirit may direct and rule our Hearts; By 
* the Holy Spirit, to have a right Judgment in all 
Things; and evermore to rejoice in his holy Com- 


forts, Sc.“ And no fooner exchange the Deſk for 


the Pulpit, but alſo their Opinions, with the Colour 
of their Garments; In one Place we behold them 


_ adorned with the Emblem of Innocence, imploring 


the Gifts and Operation of the Holy Spirit; in the 
other, cloathed in BLack, gravely and ſolemny deny- 
ing the Inſpiration, Operation: and Witneſs of the Spi- 
Collect for 5th Sun. after Eaſt. 19 after Trin. and Whit-ſunday 


a 
o 


ö 1 
tit; and contrary to the plain and expreſs Declara- 
tion of Scripture, limiting and confining them to the 
Apoſtolick Age, and ſtigmatizing the Contenders 
for this Doctrine as Mad. men, and call all ſuch Pre- 
tenſion Cant, Fanaticiſm, * Enthuſiaſm, and what 
not. Good God ! what a Contraſt is here! Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do | 
The Apoſtle plainly and poſſitively aſſerts, F any 
Man hatb not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of bis. 
Rom. viii. 9. Can any one be a Miniſter of Chriſt, 
who hath not the Spirit of Chriſt? Can we ſuppoſe 
he hath the Spirit of Chriſt, who is a Stranger to his 
Operations, ignorant of his Influences, and even de- 
nies the Neceſſity of receiving the Spirit of Chriſt, as 
the Mark and Privilege of true Chriſtianity ? Alas 
how common is it for thoſe very Men, whoſe Lips 
ſhould keep Knowledge, Mal. ii. 7. in Deriſion to aſk, 
What do you pretend to be inſpired! Every true 
Chriſtian dare boldly anſwer, Les: For without it 
I cannot. bring forth any good Work: for © all 
Works done before the Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit 
are not pleaſing to God, they have the Nature of 
Sin.” Art. 13. We believe Inſpiration, and there- 
fore pray continually, that God will cleanſe the 
Thoughts of our Hearts by. the. Inſpiration of his 
holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love him, Oc.” 
Collect at Comm. And whatever others may think of 
this Matter, no Chriſtian. Member of our Church 
will dare mock the Lord our God to deſire Him, 
Take not thy Holy Spirit from us,” if like the 
modern Profeſſors of the Day, he had neither received, 
nor expected to receive the Indwelling of the Holy 
Ghoſt. O, my Brethren! I call on you this Day, in 
the Name of Almighty God, as you value your 8 
— 3 6 SR EONS. WERE WET. — 
O how have the holy Operations of the bleſſed Spirit from 
_ the Begining, been flandered and blaſphemed; accounted: the 


Effects of Drunkenneſs then, of Enthuſiaſm and Melancholy now. 


4 


Souls, ſearch the Sie for ue aſſe Wil 
dom of God; let no Man deceive you with vain 
Words, ſo as to ſeclude you from the bleſſed Pro- 
miſes of Chriſtianity. For unto us are given exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes, that by theſe we might be 
made Partakers of the divine Nature. 2 Pet. i. 4. 
How, if not by receiving the Divine Spirit ? We 
may as ſoon expect to live without Breathing, as to 
be true Chriſtians, without the Breath of the Almigh- 
ty, the Spirit of God. There is an eternal, irrevoca- 
ble Edi& gone forth from the Lips of Truth, and 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but his Word ſpall 
not fail; John in. 3. Except @ Man be born again of 
' the Spirit [from above] be cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. We cannot know nor diſcern 
ſpiritual Things, but by the Spirit of God, The 
moſt intereſting Things will be eſteem'd Fooliſh- 
neſs by us, unleſs our Senſes are exerciſed to diſcern 
ſpiritual Objects: For the Things of God, knoweth no 
Man, but by the Spirit of God. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
My Brethren, 1 point you not to any airy, viſionary 
Notions : I call you not to any, ſpeculative Theorem 
of the Brain; but to a ſolid, rational, ſcriptural Doc- 
trine, which has the Authority of God's Word; the 
Teſtimony of all true Chriſtians, as well as the Judg- 
ment of our own Church, and which muſt be expe- 
rienced in our Hearts, or we ſhall remain Strangers to 
true Chriftianity. Repentance is the Work of the 
: Spirit; 


Hear the N of that great Orbis of aur Church, 
Bp. Beveridge. I believe it a thouſand Times eaſier for a Worm, 
a bly, or any other deſpicable Inſe& whatſoever, to underſtand 
the Affairs of Men, than for the beſt of Men, in a natural State, 
to apprehend the Things of God. No, there is none can know 
God, nor by Conſequence any Thing that is really God; but 
only ſo fat as they are Partakers of the Divine Nature. We muſt 
have a. ſpiritual Sight,” before we can behold /piritual Things, which 
every natural Man being deſtitute of, he can ſee no Comelineſs in 
Chriſt, why he ſhould be deſired, nor * Amiableneſs 3 in Religions. 
why it ſhould be embraced. 


8 nF one 
Spirit; Jobn xvi. 8, 9. Faith is the Gift of the Spirit; 3 
2 Cor. xii. 9. And Holineſs and Obedience are the 
Fruits of the Spirit. Epheſ. v. 9. I again entreat you, 
ſearch into the Homilies of your own Church. Ex- 

amine your Liturgy. Are not the Collects, with every 
Office and Adminiſtration, replete with Petitions for 
the Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit? | 
Therefore if you believe the Scriptures, if you pay 
any Regard to the Judgment of our eſtabliflvd 
Church; you muſt allow (and who but Enemies to 
their own, and other Souls, as alſo the Cauſe of Truth, 
will diſpute or deny?) That the Almighty ſtill de- 
lights to vit, quicken and enlighten, cheriſh and com- 
fort the Children of Men, by this Heavenly Gueſs, 
*Tis your Privilege as the Purchaſe of Chriſt; and the 
Promiſe of God the Father. Pray for it; it will be 
your Comfort in Life, and can only give you in- 
ward Peace and Conſalation in the awful Moments 
of Death. O let no Man beguile you of the Ex- 
pectation of the bleſſed Hope, and chearing Com- 
fort of experiencing the Spirits Aid and Witneſs. 
| God grant, Reader, that you and I may dread to 

be found of the Number of thoſe St. Jude writes, 
who are ſenſual, having not the Spirit, and therefore 
can't worſhip God aright, who is 4 Spirit, and mis 
be worſhipped in Spirit and Truth. O that ye may can. 
tend earneſtly for the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, 
handed down to us at this Age of the Church, at the 
Expence of the Lives of many of our Fore-fathers, 
who thought their Blood well ſpilt in the Cauſe of 
ſuch important Truths. And ſhall we quietly and 
tamely give up our Hopes and Expectations of ſuch 
Chriſtian Privileges ? When (Thanks be to God) 
nothing Now - oppoſes us, but perhaps Scorn and 
Contempt, Ridicule and Deriſion, from a wicked, 
iceptical, unenlightened Generation : Who, however 


_ Wiſe in their own Eyes, are not able to give 4 
ligions. Reaſon of” the Hope that is in them ? Surely No! 


Rather 
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Rather ſet us value, abide by, and contend for the 
eftabliſhed Doctrines of our Chriſtian Church, that 
we may not be carried 'away with every Wind of 
Doctrine, nor Innovations of Men. Let us keep 
eloſe to the Law and to the Teftimony.. Let us 
diftinguiſh the True from falſe Chriſtianity. By 
the Word of God Beloved, Let us tin the Spirits 
abet her they be of God ! And ſpeak 3 to the 
Oracles of God; Becauſe many falſe Prophets are 
gone out into the World: That we may not believe 
every Spirit, ſo. as to be deceived, in a Matter of fo 
vaſt Importance, ſuch awful Concern, as the Happi- 
nels or Miſery of our immortal Souls. 

It behoves us, to diſtinguiſh 'a* Feeder, from a 
Fleecer of the Flock: a true Shepherd from an Hire- 
ling: a blind Leader from a Seer. It Concerns us 
much to take Heed how we hear. Luke vi. 18. Alſo 
whom: we hear, Jer. xxii. 16. And what we hear, 
Mark iv. 24; That we may beware of 

1. Thoſe Prophets who are deſtitute of the ward 
Call from God to the Work of the Miniſtry, unexpe- 
rienc'd as to the Internal Power of Chriſtianity in 
their own Souls; and therefore preach themſelves in- 
8 of Chriſt Jeſus, and fo Cauſe the People to err. 
| Such as ſet up themſelves as Lords over God's 
wr inſtead of being Examples to the Flock of Chriſt. 
3. Thoſe who, inſtead of gaining Souls to Chriſt, 
make a. Gain of Souls, teaching Things _ ought not 
for filthy Lucre's Sate. Tit. 1.11. E 
4. Such as pretend to, but take no Care of the 

E lock of Chriſt who! miſtake our Lord's Charge, 
linfiead: of feeding the Sheep, fleece the Flock. 

15 E wg who unde ſ peeious Pretences, either deny or 
verthrow many of the eſſential Doctrines of Chriſti- 
rd Teven" denying” the Lord that bought them, 2 
whom the May of Truth is evil ſpoken of. 2 Pet. 11. 1, 2 
peri phe vs. 1 2 . ii. 1 8. | 
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- 6: Such as err in | Vikew;! and tumble in Judginent. 
Jaiab xxvii. 27. Who break the bruiſed Reed, and 
quench the {moaking Flax, cautioning thoſe who are 
entring into the Life, Spirit and Power of the Goſpel, - 

againſt going too far, or being Righteous over- much, and 
thereby ſtrengthen the Hands of the Wicked, and 
weaken the Hands of the Saints, as did their Fore- 
fathers. Ezek. xiii. 22, 23. 

7. Such as we are forbid by our Lord, to do. after 
their Works, for they ſay and do not. Matt. xxiii. 7 

Do we obſerve too many of the Clergy, Ungodiy 


in their Lives, Unholy in their Practices, and Im- 
moral in their Behaviour? Let us not attempt to eſti- 


mate Religion by ſuch. But while, my Brethren, with 

Chriſtian Love we are concerned for them, let 
Chriſtian Wiſdom teach us to look well to ourſelves, 
leſt from the evil Examples of ſuch Miniſters, we ſhould 
(like too many) be influenced to look on Chriſtianity 
as a cunningly deviſed Fable, and ſo fall from the Pro- 
feſſion and Practice of Religion, till we are moved: 
away from ihe Hope of the Goſpel. . No, my Brethren, 
Religion is fill the ſame, zhe Foundation of God: 
ſtandeth ſure; — Having this Seal, the Lord knoweth 
them that are his, and let every one that nameth thed. 
Name of Chriſt, depart from all In-quity. 2 Tim. ii. 19. 


Let us be encouraged to ſeek the Kingdom of God, 


and the Righteouſneſs thereof, by the true Miniſters: 


of Feſus Chriſt, and from our Hearts love and em- 


brace, and pay that Deference and Reſpect which is 
due to all thoſe faithful Miniſters, who are ſet over us 
in the Lord, and eſteem them bighty. in Love for their: 
Works Sake, VIZ. 

1. Such as are called of God, and to whom 2 Dif 
Penſation of the Goſpel is commilted, and therefore in 
all their Preaching, ſeek the Honour of Chriſt before 
their own. And, with St. Paul, rejoice that Chriſt is 
preached, whether in Pretence or Truth, Phil. i. 1 8. 


- 


S S 8 
E Vo r * N 5 4 e N 
= x £44 * n 
8 ef IT OD EN WS 3 
5 - > > —_ 
* — — 8 3 
. 6 FA n 4 
3 7 r = 
* * bs A B a 
. 3 wa r. * 
©. 2 * R 
* 5 
- * 2 0 IJ 


8 5 Þ to Gaze : ion and Comfort. 1 Cor. xiv... 4 
5 $415 Pet. iv. 11: Whoſe Miniftry the Lord ons 
| s with Succeſs, who preach: freely, and e 4 
2 Fe ys not as pleaſing Man, but Chriſt. 4 
is © © 3. Thoſe who are in ſome Meaſure, . not only 
3 pure in Doctrine, but holy an unblameable; i in Life 
and Converſation. CCC 
4. Such as confirm thiin Doærine by Exam] le, 
Scripture and Experience; ſpeaking that which 9255 7 
2b 2 ad and teſtif ing thoſe Things they. have e 
My Such as rightly. Aide the Word of Tru h, 
and are careful to give to every one their Portion - 
in. due Seaſon; not corrup nor handli | 
Word of God deceitfully- e SR 
Lash, Such as have, and expreſs. the utmo 
Tenderneſs and Care . the Flock, as 4 F 4 
ther, Shepherd and N urſe, and can truly ſays: Wes I 
ſeek not yours, but you. i 
As the Harveſt, is truly great, and ſuch La 
bourers few, let us pray the Lord of the: Harveſt | 
*to ſend. forth more faithful IL ers; that tk 
Due Goſpel may be preached to the Deltruction of 
„the Converſion of Sinners, and; the Edification 
of Saints: that our ome a Praiſe 1 in 
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the whole Earth: that we, who + are Members of the 
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Church Militant on Earth, may be tranſlated. tov I 
join with the, Church 7 Triumphant in Glo A 
cribe Salvation 0 Cod, who fi teeth: on. the: 
and to the: Lamb for ever and. 
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